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A CELEBRATION OF BRITAIN'S BEST LOVED PLACES OF WORSHIP 

FAVOURITE CHURCHES 
Whether for the beauty of their architecture, their unique atmosphere or thriving religious communities, 
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FAVOURITE, CHURCHES 
Whether for the beauty of their architecture, their unique atmosphere or thriving religious communities, 

Britain's churches still attract extraordinary loyalty and devotion. In a special four-page guide, 
Christopher Howse introduces a selection of the most popular, as nominated by Telegraph readers 

You have shown that the great attractions of 
churches in the United Kingdom remain: their 
beautiful, historic buildings; the sincere 
conduct of Sunday services, often with a good 
sermon; and excellent musical traditions 
supported by the devotion of local 
worshippers. 

Erin Baker sampled 10 recommended 
churches and writes here about what she 
found. Anna Aroo did piles of research, 
talking to dozens of clergy and church 
workers a day. 

The style of worship in each of these 100 
favourite churches will not please everyone. It 
is not meant to. Yet there is something good, 
alive and active about each one. 

It would be invidious to declare my 
favourite. For architectural thrill, Tewkesbury 
Abbey is a must. The peaceful, ancient walls of 
little St Martin, Canterbury, provoke a 
different emotion. I want to see Leuchars 
before I die. 

Try visiting at worship time. That can mean 
as little as sitting quietly as the regulars go 
about their godly business. One man's 
welcome can be another's intrusion, but 
remember that the welcomer can be as shy as 
you. If you want to be sure the service is on, 
ring a few days in advance. 

Contrary to popular belief, churchgoing is 
more popular than watching football, and 
Britain is a very good place to do it. It's 
something to celebrate. 

rom readers' 
• nominations for 

100 favourite 
churches, what 
comes over 
strongly is a 

• feeling of 
belonging. They 
love them. And 
the scale of this 
feeling is 
impressive. More 
than 3,500 people 
wrote in to 

nominate a favourite church, and most of the 
choices were different. 

Since this selection is of only 100, most 
people will be disappointed by not seeing 
their nomination in the guide here. The 
number of worthwhile churches to choose 
from is astonishing. For a start, there are 
13,150 Church of England parishes, and about 
1,600 Church of Scotland parishes. 

As we announced when the project was 
launched in August, we were not looking for 
the churches with the most votes. This was not 
Pop Idol (not that such television ballots are 
scientific). We wanted to learn which churches 
attracted support, and for what reasons. 
Parishes that campaigned to send in multiple 
nominations were not disqualified. 

We wanted to hear about churches in cities 
and in the country, churches in England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. Cathedrals were 
disallowed; to include them all 
would leave little room for 
other churches. 

But how can we have left off 1  Malmesbury Abbey, say, on its 
river-rounded hill wrapped in 
stone streets? Well, it could 
have been 100 
favourite abbeys; 
but we wanted a 
variety of well-
loved churches. 

What about the 
hundreds of 
marvellous old 
churches in 
Norfolk and 
Lincolnshire? Or 
if you want 
architectural 
surprise, try Rycote 
Chapel in 
Oxfordshire, with 
its 17th-century 
fittings like 
something from the 
Mughal empire. 

But other things 
are attractive in a 
living church, apart 
from architecture. 

One or two of the churches 
listed here are, frankly, ugly. 
I hardly dare say which, for, 
like loved children, they 
gladden the eyes of those 
who hold them dear. 

Readers were asked to 
recommend two criteria 

from nine categories: the 
servioe; the sermon; the 

historic building; the music/ 
choir; hymn-singing by 

the congregation; 
facilities for children; 

the welcome before or 
after; the newsletter; 

and comfort. 
Not many made 

the comfort of the 
church a priority. 
Lots thought the 
care of children 
worth noting. We 
did not ask about 
bellringing, but 

people 
mentioned it, 
and we have 
tried to mention 

it where it thrives. 
Some newsletters are 

impressive, and now 
there are websites too. 

• 

• 

• 

• 



St James 
.Buttermere 
St John 
:Keswick 

Buttermere, Cumbria 
(01900 85237) 
Vicar: Rev ma rgaret Jenkinson 

Keswick, Cumbria 
(017687 72140) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Brian Smith 

ST JAMES 
Highly recommended for those 
who feel closer to God when 
surrounded by nature. The tiny 
stone church is perched above a 
lake enclosed by the hills. 
Wordsworth wrote, "A man must 
be very unsensible who would not 
be touched at the sight of the 
chapel of Buttermere." 

■ Sunday service: Evensong (Book 
of Common Prayer) 6pm in 
summer and 3.30pm in winter. 

to find. Wandering around the 
pink stone building to gaze at the 
hills, I passed several local people, 
who all smiled and asked if I'd 
like to come inside for the service. 

Afterwards, before I could rise 
from my pew,1 was implored to 
stay for biscuits and coffee. I found 
myself surrounded by inquisitive 
parishioners - where was I from, 
what hills had I walked, how was 
the Tube these days? 

St John's was the birthplace in 
1875 of the Keswick Convention, a 
three-week evangelical union, 
held every July, that explores the 
Bible through readings and 
teaching. The convention now 
attracts international speakers and 
crowds in their thongarirls. 

s of 

Sunday. The morning and evening 
Sung Eucharists follow a familiar 
pattern: Common Worship liturgy 
at 10am and Book of Common 
Prayer at 6pm. There is no ultra- 

modern or ultra-traditional 
worship, just solid ministering. 

This is the stalwart Church of 
England parish service with a 
listening congregation, committed 
minister, sensible preacher and 
competent organist and choir. We 
had old familiars from Mission 
Praise, including There is a 
Redeemer and The King of Love my 
Shepherd is. 

The sermon moved from the 
previous day's wedding of two 
members of the congregation to 
the party in heaven that ens 

■ Sunday services: Sam Eucharist; 
10am Sung Eucharist; 4.30pm 
Sung Evensong. 

Erin Baker 
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100 favourite churches  	 
Previous page: St Just-in-
Roseland church (top centre, 
right); the Rev Duncan Harris, of 
St Patrick's, Patrington (bottom 
centre); St James's, Buttermere 
(bottom right) 

A-Z 
guide 
All churches are Church of England 

unless otherwise specified 

Aberystwyth: St Michael 

Laura Place, Aberystwyth, 

Ceredigion (01970 617184; 

www.st-mikes.org.uk) 

Rector: Rev Stuart Bell 

Church in Waists 
Stone, slate-toofed, double .aisled 

19th.centuty chutch with west tower. 

Strong Evangelical ethos. 

Sunday setvices: 11am: 6pm. 
Music: singets and insttumentalists 

ftom town and univetsity. 

Childten's activities; student fellowship 
meetings; Alpha coutses; newspaper. 

Alba: The West Church 
Ludgate, Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

(01259 214204) 

Minister: Rev Hrene Gillespie 

Church of Scotland 
The sanctuaty of the church is 

wondetfully clutteted, with a high pulpit 

beneath  a  spired and ctocket.finialled 

sounding-boatd, soating towatds the 

tibbed wooden vault. Behind the pulpit 

is the huge otgan; befote it, the matble 

Communion table; and on each side, 

galleties block the pointed atches. 

Building began in 1861, in the eatly 

Ftench Gothic style, ftom which 

sutvives the tower, although the spite is 

no longer present; another campaign 
of building, in  a  tobust late Scots Gothic, 

concluded in 1904. 

Sunday setvice: 10.30am. 

Music: chutch hymnaty. 

Cteche; Sunday school; heating loop; 

wheelchait access; women's guild; 

magazine. 

Arundel: St Nicholas 
London Road, Arundel, W Sussex 

(01903 882262; www.stnicholas-
arundel.co.uk) 
Vicar: Rev (Fr) Keith Richards SSC 
"The visitot who has the least possible 

liking fot an old chutch," said Knight's 
Tourist Companion for Railway 
Travellers in 1853, "should, on no 

account, omit to visit that of Arundel." 

Flint-walled St Nicholas's was built 

about 1380 in an eatly Petpendiculat 

style that was becoming England's 

own kind of Gothic. It stands next to 

the castle on a ridge ovetlooking the 

river Arun. In the nave, an ancient 

stone pulpit is shelteted by an ornate 

triple canopy. The east end of the 

chutch. originally built fot a college of 

cletgy, has remained under the control 

of the dukes of Norfolk and is 

sepatated by an iron gtille. It displays a 

fine collection of 15th.century tombs, 

one with carved effigies of the Fifth 

Earl, Thomas Fitzalan, and his wife. 
Sunday services:8am Eucharist 

(BCP); 10am Sung Euchatist. 
Belltinging, 

Bath: Bath City Church 

Is Forum Buildings, St James 
Parade, Bath (01225 463556; 
vnew.bathcitychurch.org.uk) 

Belfast Christian Fellowship Church 

10 Belmont Road, Belfast (028 

9067 1838; www.cfc-net.org) 
Pastor: Rev Paul Reid 
Christian fellowship 
Sunday setvices: 9.30am; 11.30am, 

7pm (less formal). 

Childten's activities; creches; hearing 

loop; gtoups for deaf people; Alpha 

courses; counselling; playgtoup and 

aftet-school club; social action. 

Belfast: St Mark's, Dundela 
Sydenham Avenue, Belfast (0289 

065 4090; http://dundela.down. 

anglican.org) 

Rector: Rev John McDowell 

Church of Ireland 

Described by John Betjeman as 

"Butterfield at his best", St Mark's was 

built in 1878 by William Butterfield, the 

architect of Keble College, Oxford. On a 

rise above Belfast Hatbour, it has a 
150ft bell tower in ted sandstone, 

Striped with palet bands. Inside, the 

pillars, walls, teredos and floor tiles ate 

polychromatic, too. A bold Gothic arch 

stands befote the chancel. CS Lewis 

was baptised here in 1899, and he 

presented a stained.glass window in 

1935 in memory of his parents. 

The three lights of this south aisle 

window, made by Michael Healy. show 

the east end (c1230) to the two west 

towers (c 1400), topped with 14 

pinnacles. It was once a place of 

pilgtimage, to the grave of St John of 

Bevetley, a populat patron in the 

Middle Ages. 

Sunday services:8am Holy 

Communion (BCP); 10.30am Patish 

Communion (Common Worship); 

6.30pm. 
Music: Male choir; belltinging. 

Open 9am.4pm winter; 9am-5.30pm 

summer. 
Btownies; Emmaus (youth group); 

Guides; home gtoups; Cameo 
(women's gtoup); men's fellowship, 

children's clubs; magazine. 

Bexhill: St Peter 
Old Town, Bexhill on Sea, E Sussex 

(01424 211115; www.stpeters 
bexhllLorg.uk) 
Rector: Rev Canon Edward Bryant 
Inland ftom that icon of Modetnism, 

the De La Watt Pavilion, the old parish 

church incotpotates Notman atches in 

its towet. The 15th .century stained 

glass in the notth window was given to 

Hotace Walpole fot his Gothick house 

at Strawbetty Hill, but was tettieved 

two centuties latet. 

Sunday services:8am Holy Eucharist; 

9.45am Choral Eucharist: 6pm Choral 

Blakeney: St Nicholas 
Wiveton Road, Blakeney, Holt, 

Norfolk (01263 740686) 
Rector: Rev Philip Norwood 
St Nicholas's lies outside this coastal 

town, scteened ftom the sea to the 

north by pine trees. An octagonal 

towet is said to have been fot a beacon, 
though it is not as high as the 125ft 

West towet. The chancel is Eatly 
English, with a seven -stepped lancet 
window; the tall nave is Petpendiculat, 

with a hammetbeam toof. 

Sunday services: 11am family setvice 

(1st Sun); Barn Holy Communion (2nd); 

6.30pm Evensong (3td); 9.30am Sung 

Eucharist;l lam Sung Eucharist; laying 
on of hands (4th). 

Bosham: Holy Trinity 
Bosham, W Sussex (01243 

573228) 

Vicar: Rev Canon Tom Hnman 
Holy Ttinity, Bosham, Sussex, is 

represented on the Bayeux Tapestry, 

and it was old then, ptobably tebuilt in 

the seventh century on a Roman 

basilica. King Canute's daughtet is 

butied at the foot of the chancel atch. 

The Anglo-Saxon atch ftom the nave 

into the chancel ftames the Eatly 

English five.lancet window at the east 

end. Bosham is chatmingly sited on a 

St Battholomew astonishes with its 
btick simplicity and scale. The aisleless 
nave tises to 135ft (Westminstet 
Abbey is 102ft), with a wagon toof and 
a rose window the size of two double .

decket buses. It was built by Edmund 
Scott in 1875. The fittings are Atts and 
Ctafts, with some matble work in the 

Byzantine mannet. 

Sunday services: 9.3oam Family Mass, 

11am Solemn Mass. 

Music: choit. 
Open: 10am.4.30pm Mon-Sat. 

Refreshments after services; heating 

loop, tamp. 

Bristol St Mary, Redcliffe 
Colston Parade, Redcliffe, Bristol 

(01179 291487) 

Vicar: Rev Tony Whatmough 

St Maty, Redcliffe, was called "the 

fairest, goodliest and most famous 

patish chutch in England" by Queen 

Elizabeth I. It belongs mainly to the 
14th and 15th centuties and looks like 

the ideal of a Gothic cathedral, 240ft 

long with a tall vaulted nave. The spire 

is 292ft. one memotable detail is the 

doot at the south potch, with ogee 

atches so ornately catved that the 

stmestion of Indian influence cannot 

j be dismissed from the mind. 

I sunday services:8am Holy 

The Salvation Atmy opened fire hete in 
1886. Newspapers in this btewing 
town took against its coming, and the 
attival of Colonel Elijah Cadman was 
met by a hostile crowd of 10,000 In 
the fitst week, 120 men and women 
were converted. Today, the Cotps has 
112 soldiets and 32 adhetents. 
Sunday wotship: 10am Holiness 
Meeting; 6pm salvation meeting; 
10.30am junior soldiets; 11.45am 
Sunday school; 8pm youth fellowship. 

Cambridge: Our Lady and the 
English Martyrs 

Hills Road, Cambridge (01223 

350787) 

Rector: Monsignor Tony Rogers 

Roman Catholic 
Our Lady and the English Martyrs, with 

its gatgoyles, towet, 200ft spite and 

useful clock, is the fitst monumental 

building encountered on the way into 
Cambridge from the station. It was built 
in the 1890s thtough the donations of 
a formet dancet whom the young 

Queen Victoria had once sketched. 

Inside, the tall vaults (nave 70ft) lead 

up to the polygonal east end. 

Baldacchino ovet high altar based on 

that ovet the tomb of Robert the Wise 

(d 1343) at Santa Chiata, Naples. The 

quirky architecture ptovides a quiet 

Roman Catholic 
The saint to whom this chutch is 

dedicated, St Columcille, is also known 

as Columba (died 597); he was born in 

Donegal and founded the monastety 

on lona. The ptesent chutch was built 

in 1846 on the site of the ancient 

chutch of Cattickmote. It is cruciform 

with a thin, pinnacled tower and single.

light lancet windows. The walls are 

rendeted and painted, the toof is slate. 

The patish, which has two furthet 

chutches, is in an intetesting rutal atea. 

Masses: Sunday 9am, 11.30pm; 

Satutday vigil, 7.30pm; setmon:never 

mote than seven minutes. 

Good heating. 

Cartmel: Cartmel Priory 

Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands, 
Cumbria (01539 536261) 

Team Vicar: Rev Robert Bailey 
Cattmel Ptiory began life in 1188 as a 

foundation of Augustinian Canons. 

Now it stands above the village as the 

Parish chutch. The uppet patt of the 

chutch tower is intetestingly poised 

diagonally on the lowet. The sutviving 

gatehouse of the ptiory on the village 

square is looked aftet by the National 

Trust. 
Sunday services:8.30am; 10.45am; 
3.30pm Evensong. 

Sunday setvices: 11am; 6.30pm; 

' Sunday school and Bible class 3.: 

Hearing loop; tecordings of servi' 

may be bortowed or bought; wot 

fellowship; youth fellowship. 

Cheltenham: St Mary 
Clarence Street, Cheltenham 

(01242 512208; www.stmar 

chelt.org.uk) 

Priest In charge: Rev Andrew 

St Maty's is in the middle of 

Cheltenham in a peaceful church 

down an alley by McDonald's. It h 
fine spite and large ttaceried win 

the sttucture being mainly of the 

and 14th centuties. The church i! 

Evangelical. Another chutch, St 

Matthew's (1895), also in Claten 

Stteet, has thtee Sunday setvice 

fotms part of the parish. Mt Dow 

made mote than 20 television 
appeatances imitating train sour 

but he has othet talents too. 

Sunday service: 3.45pm Eveninc 

Ptayet (hymns, canticles, organ) 

Music: belltinging; music gtoup. 

Church open: 11am -3pm Mon.W 

Fri; 10am . 12 Sat; chutch watch; 

childten's groups; refteshments, 
coutses; ptayer and suppott gro 

Christchurch: Christchurch P 

Alverstoke: St Mary 

Tribe Road, Gosport, Hants 

(023 9258 1979) 

Rector: Rev Canon EA Goodyer 
St Maty's stands in the oldest part of 

Gospott, but nothing of the medieval 

church temains. Built by Henty 

Woodyet between 1865 and 1885. 

West towet; impressive interior, with 

retedos by Woodyer, a leading 

atchitect in the tevival of ritualism, 

incotpotating a ctoss in bluish stone 

against a yellowish backgtound. 

Services:8am Holy Communion (Book 

of Common Prayer [BCPD; 10am 
Common Worship; 6.30pm Holy 

Communion/ Evensong (BCP). 

Music: choits; bellringing. 

Childten's activities; Alpha courses; 

Bible study; ptayer gtoup; healing 

setvices; dtama gtoup; flowet guild; 

btass cleaning; church watch; work 

with homeless young people; links with 

Nigetia and Nepal; patish magazine. 

II 



St James 
Buttermer 
St John 
Keswick 

Buttermere, Cumbria 
(01900 85237) 
Vicar: Rev Margaret Jenkinson 

Keswick, Cumbria 
(017687 72140) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Brian Smith 

ST JAMES 
Highly recommended for those 
who feel closer to God when 
surrounded by nature. The tiny 
stone church is perched above a 
lake enclosed by the hills. 
Wordsworth wrote, "A man must 
be very unsensible who would not 
be touched at the sight of the 
chapel of Buttermere." 

■ Sunday service: Evensong (Book 
of Common Prayer) 6pm in 
summer and 3.30pm in winter. 

to find. Wandering around the 
pink stone building to gaze at the 
hills, I passed several local people, 
who all smiled and asked if I'd 
like to come inside for the service. 

Afterwards, before I could rise 
from my pew, I was implored to 
stay for biscuits and coffee. I found 
myself surrounded by inquisitive 
parishioners - where was I from, 
what hills had I walked, how was 
the Tube these days? 

St John's was the birthplace in 
1875 of the Keswick Convention, a 
three-week evangelical union, 
held every July, that explores the 
Bible through readings and 
teaching. The convention now 
attracts international speakers and 

in their thousands. 
s offers aisajgawsZOL 

Sunday. The morning and evening 
Sung Eucharists follow a familiar 
pattern: Common Worship liturgy 
at 10am and Book of Common 
Prayer at 6pm. There is no ultra- 

modern or ultra-traditional 
worship, just solid ministering. 

This is the stalwart Church of 
England parish service with a 
listening congregation, committed 
minister, sensible preacher and 
oompetent organist and choir. We 
had old familiars from Mission 
Praise, including There is a 
Redeemer and The King of Love my 
Shepherd is. 

The sermon moved from the 
previous day's wedding of two 
members of the congregation to 
the party in heaven that happens 
when . a sinro,momisi..i.a.rga. . , 
■ Sunday services: 8am Eucharist: 
10am Sung Eucharist; 4.30pm 
Sung Evensong. 

Erin Baker 

Mow The log Chong@ 
Lwow Ms Maw Cledimem.okdlo 
1012110 214204) 
hliolollor: Rev lien e 1111111mile 
Clow& el Saslow@ 
The sanctuary of the church is 
wonderfully cluttered. with a high pulpit 
berdialti a spired and crodwt-finialled 
sounding-board. soaring towardsthe 
rubbed wooden vauk. Behind the pulpit 
os the huge organ: before it. the warble 
Communion table: and on each side, 
galleries block the pointed arches. 
Building began in 1861, in the early 

French Gothic Style, from which 
survives the tam aRhough the spire is 
no longer preSent another campaign 
of bulking. in a robust late Scots Gothic, 
=taxied in 1904. 
Sunday service: 10.30am. 
Musk: church hymnary. 
Creche; Sunday school; hearing loop; 
wheelchair access; women's guild; 
magazine. 

Alamiatake: St Mary 

THHN toad, Gosport, Hants 

(023 9258 1979) 

Rector: Rev Canon EA Goodyer 

St Maty's stands in the oldest patt of 
Gosport, but nothing of the medieval 
church remains. Built by Henry 

Woodyer between 1865 and 1885. 

West towet; impressive interior, with 
tetedos by Woodyer, a leading 

atchitect in the revival of ritualism, 

incorporating a ctoss in bluish stone 

against a yellowish background. 
Services:8am Holy Communion (Book 
of Common Prayer MCP)); lOam 
ComrnorfWorsbite, 6.30pm Maly -":± 

Communion/ Evensong (BCP). 
Music: choits; belltinging. 
Childten's activities; Alpha coutses; 

Bible study; ptayet group; healing 
setvices; dtama group; flowet guild; 
brass cleaning; church watch; wotk 
with homeless young people; links with 
Nigetia and Nepal; patish magazine. 

Bath: Bath City Church 

la Forum Buildings, St James 

Parade, Bath (01225 463556; 

www.bathcitychurch.org.uk) 

Prayer leaders: Stephen and 

Jeanne Wood, Stewart and Deborah 

Kehler, Simon and Nicola Neal 

Free Church 
Bath City Chutch grew ftom the house 
chutch movement. It is charismatic and 
evangelical - people sing, dance and 
wave atms and bannets during 
services. The chutch meets in the 
Fotum cinema, built in 1933 with a 
stone.clad facade and a tematkable 
Att Deco interior, with huge balcony 
seating, concealed lighting, decotative 
friezes and a vast chandeliet. 
Sunday service: 10-11.45am. 
Childten's activities; cteche; wheelchair 
access; hearing loop; Bible study, 
ptayer and discipleship gtoups. 

Barnsley: Holy Rood 
George Street, Barnsley, S Yorks 
(01226 203730; http://home. 
catholicweb.com/barnsley/ 
index.cfm) 
Parish priest: Father Bill Bergin 
Roman Catholic 
Mission founded 1804; ptesent church 
built in 1905. Btown brick extetior. 
Elaborate Gothic stone teredos. 
Sunday: Masses 8am; 9.30am; 
11.15am; 1st and 3td Sunday 4.50pm. 
Childten's activities; Polish Mass; choir; 
folk gtoup; Union of Catholic Mothers; 
Beavets, Cubs; Lourdes pilgrimage; 
patent and toddler groups; Rosary; 
weekly newsletter. 

Beaumont Leys: Christ the King 

Beaumont Way, Beaumont Leys, 

Lelcs (0116 235 2667) 

Vicar: Rev Chris Oxley 

Sunday service: lOam. 
Sunday school; creche; the chutch 
helgs refugees and asylum seekets. 

Belfast Christian Fellowship Church 
10 Belmont Road, Belfast (028 
9067 1838; www.cfc-net.org) 
Pastor: Rev Paul Reid 
Christian fellowship 
Sunday setvices: 9.30am; 11.30am, 
7pm (less fotmal). 
Childten's activities; cteches; heating 
loop; groups fot deaf people; Alpha 
coutses; counselling; playgtoup and 
after.school club; social action. 

Belfast: St Mark's, Dundela 

Sydenham Avenue, Belfast (0289 

065 4090; http://dundela.down. 

artglican.org) 

Rector: Rev John McDowell 

Church of Hreland 

Desctibed by John Betjeman as 
"Butterfield at his best", St Mark's was 
built in 1878 by William Buttetfield, the 
architect of Keble College, Oxford. On a 
rise above Belfast Hatbout, it has a 
150ft bell towet in ted sandstone, 
striped with palet bands. Inside, the 
pillats, walls, tetedos and floot tiles ate 
polychtomatic, too. A bold Gothic arch 
stands befote the chancel. CS Lewis 
was baptised hete in 1899, and he 
presented a stained-glass window in 
1935 in memoty of his parents. 
The thtee lights of this south aisle 
window, made by Michael Healy, show 
St James, flanked by St Matk and 
St Luke. 
Sunday setvices:8.30am Holy 
Communion; 10.30am family service 
(1st Sunday), motning prayer (2nd, 4th 
& 5th), Parish Communion (3rd); 
6.30pm Holy Communion (1st), 
evening prayet (2nd, 3td & 4th), divine 
healing (5th). 
Music: volunteer choir; belltinging. 
Sunday School; Rainbows; Btownies; 
Guides; Boys' Brigade; youth 
fellowship; sanctuaty guild; flower 
guild. Chutch of Ireland Men's Society; 
ftiendship motning; Bible fellowship; 
dtama group; bowls; monthly 
magazine. 

Bessels Green: Baptist Church 

Bessels Green, Sevenoaks, Kent 

(01732 454921) 

Minister: Rev Neil Durlinq 

Baptist 

Bessels Gteen Baptist Church stands 
with neighbouring houses atound a 
sloping gteen. Built in the late 18th 
century, of brick, with round -headed 
windows. 
Sunday sevices: 10am; 6.30pm. 
Children's services and activities; 
creche; tefteshments after service. 

Beverley: Beverley Minster 

Minster Yard, Beverley, E Yorks 

(01482 868540; www.beydrief 
minster.co.uk) 

Vicar: Rev Canon David Bailey 

Bevetley Minstet is conveniently neat 
the station in this attractive market 
town. Of cathedtal scale, the minster is 
of limestone in an atea where stone is 
not genetally Used. In plan it is a ctoss 
of Lotraine, with two paits of ttansepts. 
Its light interior stretches 330ft ftom 

the east end (c1230) to the two west 
towets (c 1400), topped with 14 
pinnacles. It was once a place of 
pilgtimage, to the gtave of St John of 
Bevetley, a populat patton in the 
Middle Ages. 
Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 10.30am Parish 
Communion (Common Worship); 
6.30pm. 
Music: Male choit; belltinging. 
Open 9am-4pm winter; 9am.5.30pm 
summet. 
Brownies; Emmaus (youth group); 
Guides; home gtoups; Cameo 
(women's group); men's fellowship, 
childten's clubs; magazine. 

Bexhill: St Peter 
Old Town, Bexhill on Sea, E Sussex 
(01424 211115; www.stpeters 
bexhill.org.uk) 
Rector: Rev Canon Edward Bryant 
Inland ftom that icon of Modetnism, 
the De La Wart Pavilion, the old patish 
chutch incorporates Notman atches in 
its towet. The 15th.centuty stained 
glass in the notth window was given to 
Horace Walpole fot his Gothick house 
at Strawberry Hill, but was retrieved 
two centuties latet. 
Sunday setvices: 8am Holy Euchatist; 
9.45am Choral Eucharist; 6pm Chotal 
Evensong. 
Music: choit of men and gitls and boys; 
belltinging 110 bells). 
Fortnightly ecumenical group with local 
Roman Catholic chutch. 

Bishop's Waltham: St Peter 
Free Street, Bishop's Waltham, 

Southampton 

(01489 892197; www.stpeters 

bishopswaltham.orq.uk) 

Rector: Rev AG Davis 

St Petet's looks vety English among its 
old gtavestones and datk yews, with 
the medieval blue.faced clock on the 
flint and stone tower (with a flagpole 
and a pepper.pot turret above the 
stair) and mellow, steep. pitched, red 
tile toofs on nave, aisle and chancel. 
The town has some delightful old 
streets and the chutch stands next to 
the tuins of the palace built by Bishop 
Henty of Blois in the 12th century. 
Thete was a chutch here before that, of 
which nothing can be seen, but 
additions and changes have been made 
in every century since. A ptetty pulpit 

was the gift of Bishop Lancelot 

Andrewes in 1626. 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 9.15am Parish 
Communion (Common Wotship); 
6.30pm (2nd Sunday) Euchatist of 
Healing with laying on of hands. 
Music: chutch band (all ages, all 
abilities); choir; junior choir; belltinging. 
Children's activities; cteche; Sunday 
club; coffee aftet setvices; mother and 
baby groups; contact scheme for ovet.
90s; sick visits; welcome team; Alpha 
courses; exploting Chtistianity 
refreshet coutses; populat parish new 
magazine; online setmons and items 
fot ptayet. 

Blakeney: St Nicholas 

Wiveton Road, Blakeney, Holt, 

Norfolk (01263 740686) 

Rector: Rev Philip Norwood 

St Nicholas's lies outside this coastal 
town, scteened ftom the sea to the 
notth by pine ttees. An octagonal 
tower is said to have been fot a beacon, 
though it is not as high as the 125ft 
West towet. The chancel is Early 
English, with a seven-stepped lancet 
window; the tall nave is Petpendiculat, 
with a hammetbeam toof. 
Sunday services: 11am family setvice 
(1st Sun); 8am Holy Communion (2nd); 
6.30pm Evensong (3td); 9.30am Sung 
Euchatist;llam Sung Eucharist; laying 
on of hands (4th). 

Bosham: Holy Trinity 

Bosham, W Sussex (01243 

573228) 

Vicar: Rev Canon Tom Inman 

Holy Ttinity, Bosham, Sussex, is 
reptesented on the Bayeux Tapestty, 
and it was old then, ptobably tebuilt in 
the seventh centuty on a Roman 
basilica. King Canute's daughtet is 
butied at the foot of the chancel atch. 
The Anglo.Saxon atch ftom the nave 
into the chancel ftames the Eatly 
English five.lancet window at the east 
end. Bosham is chatmingly sited on a 
small peninsula in Chichestet hatbout. 
Sunday Setvices:8arn Holy 
Communion (Common Worship, Otdet 
2);.9.30am Sung Eucharist (Common 
Wotship, Otdet 1); llam Matins (1st 
and 3td Sundays, BCP). 
Sunday school; youth gtoup; 
intetcession gtoup; ecumenical ptayer 
gtoup; Alpha coutse. 

Boston: St Botolph 

The Vicarage, Wormgate, Boston, 
Lincs (01205 362992) 

Vicar: Rev Robin Whitehead 

The towet of St Botolph's stands tight 
on the gtassy bank of the tivet Witham 
and rises a neck -ctaning 272ft. You can 
see that it is built in three stoteys with 
an octagonal lantetn of stone on top, 
btinging the fout walls togethet. The 
lowest stotey has windows as high as 
the nave and btoad enough to make 
the whole tower look ttanspatent; then 
a middle stotey of arched windows is 
surmounted by a thitd, once mote as 
glazed as a gteenhouse. The building of 
the spite to an evet mote dating height 
occupied a centuty, beginning in about 
1420. Enteting by the west doot, you 
can look up 137ft to the roof of the 
second stotey inside the towet. The 
nave is also of gteat length, the whole 
chutch sttetching 282ft. With the 
water, glass and stone comes a feeling 
of space, light and tranquillity. 
Sunday setvices:8am Holy 

Communion; 10.30am Sung Eucharist; 
6.30pm Chotal Evensong. 

St Battholomew astonishes with its 
brick simplicity and scale. The aisleless 
nave tises to 135ft (Westminstet 
Abbey is 102ft), with a wagon roof and 
a tose window the size of two double . 

 decker buses. It was built by Edmund 
Scott in 1875. The fittings ate Atts and 
Ctafts, with some matble wotk in the 
Byzantine manner. 
Sunday setvices: 9.30am Family Mass, 
11am Solemn Mass. 
Music: Choit. 
Open: 10am.4.30pm Mon -Sat. 
Refreshments after services; heating 
loop, ramp. 

Bristol St Mary, Radcliffe 

Colston Parade, Radcliffe, Bristol 

(01179 291487) 

Vicar: Rev Tony Whatmough 

St Maty, Redcliffe, was called "the 
fairest, goodliest and most famous 
parish chutch in England" by Queen 
Elizabeth I. It belongs mainly to the 
14th and 15th centuries and looks like 
the ideal of a Gothic cathedtal, 240ft 

long with a tall vaulted nave. The spire 

is 292ft. One memorable detail is the 

doot at the south potch, with ogee 

arches so ornately carved that the 
suggestion of Indian influence cannot 
be dismissed ftom the mind, 
Sunday services:8am Holy 
Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist; 
11.15am Chotal Matins; 6.30pm 
Evensong. 
Music: choit sings at main Sunday 
services; belltinging. 
Pews have cushions . 

Ourritisland: Parish Church 

East Leven Street, Burntisland, Fife 

(01592 874303; wwwburntisland 

church.org.uk) 
Minister: Rev Alan Sharp 

Church of Scotland 
James VI of Scotland held a Genetal 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
hete in 1601, at which the ptoject of a 
ttanslation of the Bible was decided 
upon; this became the Authotised 
Vetsion of 1611. Anyone used to an 
atchetypal English chutch will be 
surprised by this, a chutch built in the 
1590s (when none wete being built in 
England), with no nave, but a centtal 
squate, toweting space with a pillar at 
each cornet, each linked diagonally to a 
cornet of a widet squate of lowet 
outside walls. Attached to one of the 
main pillats is the exubetant 
Magisttates' Pew of 1606.0n the 
outside, the low walls, with theit 
painted rendeting (harling) and 
domestic windows look like those of a 

fatmhouse, a cut-stone tower tises, 
topped by an octagonal lantern. 
Sunday services: 11am, 6pm. 
Youth setvice; creche. 

Burton-upon-Trent: The Citadel 

The Citadel, Mosley Street, 

Burton-opon-Trent, Staffs 

(01283 517116; www.burton- 

citadel.org.uk) 
Majors: Peter and Marion Shipp 

Salvation Army 

The Salvation Atmy opened fite here in 
1886. Newspapers in this brewing 
town took against its coming, and the 
atrival of Colonel Elijah Cadman was 
met by a hostile ctowd of 10,000.1n 
the fitst week, 120 men and women 
wete converted. Today, the Cotps has 
112 soldiets and 32 adhetents. 
Sunday wotship: 10am Holiness 
Meeting; 6pm salvation meeting; 
10.30am junior soldiers; 11.45am 
Sunday school; 8pm youth fellowship. 

Cambridge: Our Lady and the 

English Martyrs 

Hills Road, Cambridge (01223 
350787) 

Rector: Monsignor Tony Rogers 

Roman Catholic 

Our Lady and the English Mattyts, with 
its gatgoyles, towet, 200ft spite and 
useful clock, is the fitst monumental 
building encounteted on the way into 
Cambtidge ftom the station. It was built 
in the 1890s through the donations of 
a fotmet dancet whom the young 
Queen Victoria had once sketched. 
Inside, the tall vaults (nave 70ft) lead 
up to the polygonal east end. 
Baldacchino over high altat based on 
that ovet the tomb of Robett the Wise 
(d 1343) at Santa Chiata, Naples. The 
quitky atchitectute ptovides a quiet 
shell fot a ptayerful atmosphere whete 
passets-by come to ptay in half-light 
brightened by candles. 
Sunday Masses: 8am (said); 9.30am 
(family); 10.45am (sung); 12.48pta,., 
(Polish); 3.45pm (Italian); 5 pm (youth) 
6.15pm (Latin). 
Music: choits: fot Sung Mass and Latin 
Mass. Music gtoup fot Youth Mass; 
bellringing. 
Daily exposition of the Blessed 
Sactament; bookshop . 

Canterbury: St Martin 

North Holmes Road, Canterbury, 
Kent (01227 462686) 

Priest in Charge: Rev Canon 

Noel. Hall 
St Martin was the church where St 
Augustine of Cantetbuty and his 
colleagues first wotshipped on coming 
to England to seek its conversion in 
596. It may incorporate the remains of 
the church where Bettha, the Christian 
wife of King Ethelbett, wotshipped 
before Augustine came. Thete was 
probably a chutch hete in the 4th 
century. The nave is 40ft long and 30ft 
wide, the chancel much narrowet. 
Some of the walls are built of Roman 
brick, and these, with the mellow tile 
toofs, give the church a venetable 
apeatance among the gravestones and 
yews of the chutchyatd. 
Sunday setvices:9am Eucharist; 
6.30pm evening service. 
0pen: Saturdays 10am.lpm; Tuesdays 
and Thutsdays 10am-3pm. 

Carrickmore: St Columcille 

Rockstown Road, Carrickmore, 

Sixmilecross, Omagh, Co Tyrone 

1028 8076 1207) 

Parish priest: Monsignor Denis Faul 

Roman Catholic 
The saint to whom this chutch is 
dedicated, St Columcille, is also known 
as Columba (died 597); he was botn in 
Donegal and founded the monastety 
on Iona. The present chutch was built 
in 1846 on the site of the ancient 
chutch of Cartickmote. It is ctucifotm 
with a thin, pinnacled tower and single.
light lancet windows. The walls are 
rendeted and painted, the toof is slate. 
The patish, which has two futthet 
churches, is in an intetesting tural atea. 
Masses: Sunday 9am, 11.30pm; 
Saturday vigil, 7.30pm; setmon: never 
more than seven minutes. 
Good heating. 

Cartmel: Cartmel Priory 

Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands, 

Cumbria (01539 536261) 

Team Vicar: Rev Robert Bailey 

Cattmel Ptioty began life in 1188 as a 
foundation of Augustinian Canons. 
Now it stands above the village as the 
patish chutch. The uppet part of the 
chutch towet is intetestingly poised 
diagonally on the lowet. The surviving 
gatehouse of the prioty on the village 
square is looked aftet by the National 
Trust. 
Sunday services:8.30am; 10.45am; 
3.30pm Evensong. 
Open: wintet 9am.3.30pm; guided 
touts llam.2pm. 

Castor: St Kyneburga 

Church Hill, Castor, Peterborough 

(01733 380244; www.castor 

church.co.uk) 

Rector: Rev William Burke 

St Kynebutga is, alone among English 
chutches, dedicated to the saintly 
daughtet of King Penda, the foundet 
of neatby Peterborough Abbey, now 
the cathedtal. There is an inscription 
beneath an atch recotding the 
chutch's consecration in 1124. The• 
church towet is a lovely otnate Norman 
consttuction. 
Sunday setvices: 7.30am; 10.15am 
Sung Eucharist and Sunday school; 
noon; 6pm Evensong. 
Music: choit. 
Brownies; Guides; under.18s club; 
house gtoups; heating loop; ramps. 

Chelmsford: Ebenezer Strict 

Baptist Chapel 

New London Road, Chelmsford, 

Essex (www.chelmsford 

strictbaptist.org) 

Deacon: SA Toms 

Baptist 

The name Ebenezet is a refetence to 
the Fitst Book of Samuel (7:12): 
"Samuel took a stone, and set it 
between Mizpeh and Shen, and called 
the name of it Ebenezer, saying, 
Hitherto hath the Lotd helped us." The 
Chelmsford church fitst gathered in 
1802 with a Mr William Squirtel as 
pastor. The present chapel was built 
40ft ftom the New London Road in 
1848, of Mildmay bticks made of the 
local gault clay. The building was 
flooded in 1888, 1947 and 1958. , e 

Brighton: St Bartholomew 

Ann Street, Brighton, E Sussex 

(01273 620491; http:// 
groups.msn.comisbartholoin

ews) 
 Vicar: Father Vkkery Hous 

Sunday setvices: lla 
Sunday school and Bi 
Hearing loop; recordi 
may be bottowed ot I 
fellowship; youth fellc 

Cheltenham: St Mai 

Clarence Street, Ch 

(01242 512208; v 

chelt.org.uk) 

Priest in charge: Re 

St Maty's is in the mic 
Cheltenham in a peac 
down an alley by McD 
fine spite and large tt 
the structute being rr 
and 14th centuries. TI 
Evangelical. Anothet 
Matthew's (1895), als 
Stteet, has thtee Sun 
fotms patt of the patt 
made more than 20 ti 
appeatances imitatin 
but he has othet ta ler 
Sunday setvice: 3.451 
Prayer (hymns, cantir 
Music: belltinging;  mr 
Church open: 11 am.3 
Fri; 10am.12 Sat; chuff 
children's gtoups; tef 
coutses; prayet and s 

Christchurch: Chris 

Quay Road, Christcl 

(01202 488645;1 

churchpriory.org) 

Vicar: Rev Hugh Wi 

Chtistchutch Ptioty h 
stutdy Notman work, 
windows in Early Engl 
church goes on easta 
again beyond the cen 
the Perpendicular sty 
complex lietne vaultir 
east end, the Lady Cl-
length inside to 311ft, 
parish chutch in Engle 
in the chancel is an in 
stone catving ftom tf 
century, the temainin 
Daniel, Solomon and 
them, the adoration c 
Men. The 120ft tower 
the Rivers Avon and .! 
Sunday setvices: 8an 
Communion; 9.45am 
11.15am Matins and s 
Evensong and setmo 
Music: choit 14 boys, 
singing thtee service 
bellringing (12 bells; t 
centuty). 
Open fot viewing: 10, 
summet) weekdays 2 
Sundays. 
Sunday school; Moth 
and toddlet gtoup; pi 
group; chutch guides 

Compton: St Nichol 

The Street, Comptc 

Surrey (01483 811 

Rector: Rev John F 
St Nicholas has a tow 
Norman Conquest at 
with oak shingles whi 
catefully tenewed. Bt 

Arundel: St Nicholas 
London Road, Arundel, W Sussex 
(01903 882262; www.stnicholas-
arundel.co.uk) 
Vicar: Rev (Fr) Keith Richards SSC 
"The visitot who has the least possible 
liking for an old chutch," said Knight's 
Tourist Companion for Railway 
Travellers in 1853, "should, on no 
account, omit to visit that of Arundel." 
Flint-walled St Nicholas's was built 
about 1380 in an eatly Petpendiculat 
style that was becoming England's 
own kind of Gothic. It stands next to 
the castle on a tidge ovetlooking the 
tiver Arun. In the nave, an ancient 
stone pulpit is shelteted by an ornate 
triple canopy. The east end of the 
chutch. originally built for a college of 
cletgy, has remained under the control 
of the dukes of Norfolk and is 
sepatated by an iton gtille. It displays a 
fine collection of 15th.century tombs, 
one with catved effigies of the Fifth 
Earl, Thomas Fitzalan, and his wife. 
Sunday services:8am Euchatist 
(BCP); 10am Sung Eucharist. 
Belltinging. 



accommodating, in its fluid tracery, 

glass depictions of the ancestors of 

Jesus. The Abbey enjoys friendly 

relations with St Bitinus's church, which 

was built by the tivet in 1849, designed 

by WW Watdel, the architect of 

Melboutne Cathedtal. The chutch is 

small - a nave and chancel, with some 

catved statuary. 

Sunday setvices: 11am Sung Mass. 

Durham: St Oswald 

Church Street, Durham (0191 372 

0374; www.oswaHds.org.uk) 

St Oswald, on its cliff beside the tivet 

Weat, probably dates ftom Anglo. 

Saxon days. The round pillars of the 

nave are from the 12th century. Thete 

was much tebuilding by Ignatius 

Bonomi in 1834. The west window was 

made by Morris and Co in the 1860s, 

was consectated in 1288. Inside, 

curious gtaffiti are discernible at the 

ctossing, one an elaborate medieval 

mason's drawing of a ttacetied window, 

another of a coiffed woman taising a 

spoon to clout a man. Retedos by 

Bodley testored after fire in 1985. 

Sundaysetvices: 8am Holy 

Communion; 9.15am Patish Eucharist; 

11.15am young families; 6pm 

Evensong. 
Music: Choit; belltinging. 

Mothets' Union; youth club. 

Leuchars: St Athernase 
Leuchars, Fife (01334 870038) 
Church of Scotland 
Minister Rev Caroline Taylor 
St Athetnase, the parish chutch at 

Leuchars, stands on an eminence 
above the village, with what the English 

call Notman blind atcades decotating 

the outside of its chancel and eastern 

apse. This is surmounted by a 

surptising octagonal towet built in 

1700, with a cupola'd lantetn 

supporting a high weathet . cock. 

Ttemendous. 

Sunday setvice: 11am. 

Sunday school. 

Law Trencitwds St Peter 

St Mary the 
Virgin 
Spe 
Speldhurst, Kent (01892 
861187; www.speldhurst.org/ 
church) 
Rector: Rev Douglas Wren 

The rector and 
congregation of St Mary's 
face a familiar dilemma: 
how to make more of the 
building and space without 
ruining its architectural 
beauty. And what beauty. 
Although built in 1871, 
the building follows 
medieval design and 
dimensions. 

The walls and central 
pillars are hewn from 
sandstone, and their 
warmth is enhanced by the 
long wooden pews, the 
carved oak reredos and the 
rich red carpet in the 
chancel. There are several 
fine windows by William 
Morris and Edward Burne-
Jones. However, those 
sitting in the northern 
aisle can't see the priest 
or the choir, and the space 
is unsuitable for parish 
events. 

St Mary's plays a large 
role in everyday village life. 
Activities include men's 
fellowship groups, Alpha 
courses, Mother's Union, 
children's groups, musical 
groups and a carers' group. 

■Sunday services: 10am 
Service of the Word or 
Holy Communion; 8am or 
6pm Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer). 

EB 

6.30pm Evensong (BCP); Sunday 
school 9.30am. 

Glenfield: Methodist Mardi 
Station Road, Glenfield, Leicester 
(01162 874859; www.glenfied 
churches.org.uk) 
Rev Mark Reasbect 
MethOdist 
Built 1821, tebuilt 1878; walls of Gtoby 

slate, with stone dressings; Eatly 

English style. Renovated 2003. 

Sunday Setvices: 10am; 6.30prn.4•- 
Open Saturdays 10am.noon fot quiet 

prayet. 

Organ; activities fot childten; Sunday 

school; youth group; Alpha coutses; 

heating loop; signing for the deaf; 

coffee after setvices. 

Hrnham: St Andrew 

Hrnham, Lincs (01476 550763 

www.irnham.org/church) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Margaret 

Barton 
St Andtew's stands among ttees in this 

stone.built village, next to the gtounds 

of the ancient Itnham Hall. The chutch 

I expanded ftom its Notman otigins, 

reaching its ptesent appeatance in the 

15th century. Antiquatians pounce on 

the glorious 14th .centuty Easter 

sepulchte, now in the north chapel, a 

triple-arched structute encrusted with 

delicate carving and ftetting, once used 

fot the tesetvation of the Sactament 

between Good Ftiday and Eastet 

Sunday. It also setved as a monument 

to Geofftey Lutttell and his wife. 

Sunday setvices: 10.30am 1st, 2nd, 

4th Sundays. 

Music: otgan; bellringing (five bells). 

Consetvation work in progtess. 

Kenihvorth: St Nicholas 
High Street, Kenilworth, Warwicks 

(01926 857509; www.stnicholas 

lienihrortltorg.uk) 

Vicar: Rev Richard Awre 
St Nicholas, Kenilwotth, is mostly of the 

late Middle Ages, but it has an 
inm=c6...■ kInrman doorway with hold 
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St John 
Thaxted 

with scenes by Fotd Madox Btown and 

angels by William Mottis. Church 

restored aftet arson in 1984. 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy 

Communion (BCP); 9.30 Parish 

Communion; 6pm Evensong. 

Music: choir; bellringing (8 bells). John 

Bacchus Dykes, vicat from 1862-76, 

wrote the music fot We Plough the 

Fields, For Those in Peril on the Sea 

	

end, lit by a big seven.light window, 	myth,: St Leonard 
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Holy Trinity 
Brompton 
Brompton Road, London SW7 
(0845 644 7533; www.htb.org.uk) 
Vicar: Sandy Millar 

It is hard to approach a service 
at HTB, as it's known, without a 
degree of scepticism. Once 
known by many simply for the 
number of Sloane Rangers 
turning up (nearest Tube 
stations are South Kensington 
and Knightsbridge), in the past 
few years the church has 
become s non mo with the 

introduces Christianity in an 
informal, talk-and-supper 
format. 

Nicky Gumbel, the 

for the extraotdinaty two.stotey 

sanctuary at the east end. The upper 

part was built inside the chancel in the 

12th century and its wooden tail dates 

ftom that time too, possibly to 

accommodate a shtine. 

Sunday setvices: 10am, 6pm. 

Music: volunteer choit. 

Coventry Rory Trinity 
Priory Row, Coventry 

(024 7622 0418; wvnv.holytrinity 

coventry.org.uk) 

Vicar: Rev Keith Sinclair 
Holy Trinity, actoss the rea d ftom 

Coventry Cathedtal, is distinguished by 

a towet and spire 237ft tall. It is a grand 

city church, the ptesent appearance 

dating ftom the period 1360.1535. 

There are aisles and transepts and 

chapels on each side of the chancel. 

Well .preserved 15th . century Doom-
painting over chancel arch. To one side 

of the chutch, a wooden bell tower was 

built in 1854. Holy Ttinity has been at 

the forefront of the ''healing ministry" 

fot 20 yeats. 

Sunday services: 8am Holy 

Communion (BCP); 9.30am family 

service: 11am morning setvice, with 

Moir 4.30om Choral Evensong; 

back of the church with the choir 
sang the entrance antiphon. Her 
voice was carried by the fine 
acoustics, which must have 
contributed to Gustav Hoist's love 
of playing the organ here. 

The surprising side to Thaxted, 
however, is its left-wing past. 
Conrad Noel, the extraordinary 
Christian Socialist firebrand, was 

vicar here from 1910 till his death 
in 1942. (He advertised in the 
Church Times for a curate: "a 
revolutionary communist with a 
good singing voice".) 

For the sermon on the morning 
I was there, we heard from 
retired Canon Geoffrey Holley 
about the threatened split of the 
Anglican Communion over the 
ordination of gay priests. 
Afterwards, the church was so 
full of sunlight and the sermon so 
full of thought that the 
congregation seemed to float out 
of the magnificent front door. 

■Sunday services: 8am Low 
Mass; 10am Sung Mass; Sunday 
schools from 10am. 

heroism. Members of the 
congregation were invited to 
stand up and be prayed for if 
they felt they were being called 
to do something worthy with 
their lives. 

The left-hand balcony was 
asked to pray aloud for Iraq, the 
right-hand balcony for Sudan, 
the left-hand congregation for 
Afghanistan and the right-hand 
congregation for Russia. We 
were asked to impart the Grace 
to people next to us, as a 
rousing finale. 

There is a plush shop selling 
tapes, videos, books, CD-Roms 
and Alpha resources. Even the 
lavatories are superior. 

left f lin exhilarate 

admiration for this Rolls-Royce 
of churches. 

EB 

City United 
Reformed 
Church 
Cardiff 
Windsor Place, Cardiff 

w(Ow2w9.c2i0ty2u2re50(194.0u: k) 

Minister: Rev Tom Arthur 
United Reformed Church 

It was by good fortune that I 
visited on Rdormation Sunday. 
The fascinating history of the 
URC was the proud focus of the 
sermon. The URC is a union of 
the Congregational Church in 
England and Wales and the 
Presbyterian Church of England. 
Reformation Sunday celebrates 

St Mary 
idoo 

Putney High Street, 
London SW15 
Vicar: Rev Giles Fraser 
020 8788 4414 

On the south bank of the 
Thames, nestled between 
apartment blocks and 
bustling bars, St Mary's 
quietly oozes history. The 
Putney Debates were held 
here by Cromwell's Army 
Council to determine the 
governance of the realm. 
Samuel Pepys notes in 
1667 that he heard "a good 
sermon" here. Today, 
congregations at the 9am 
or 10.15am Sunday 
Eucharists still find good 
preaching. 

The sermon I heard was 
a satisfying mix of 
highbrow and lowbrow 
references, from the 
Premiership to Max 
Weber, that were not 
surprising given Dr 
Fraser's background: he is 
a lecturer in philosophy at 
Oxford, writes for the 
Guardian and the Church 
Times, provides Radio 4's 
Thought for the Day and 
chairs indusivechurch.net, 
an Anglican pressure 
group. He radiates laddish 
attitude: everyone gets an 
enthusiastic "cheers mate" 
on leaving church, and he 
wears jeans under his 
cassock. A huge 
community centre is being 
built in the place of the old 

pl>1Ct11Ii for u,se 
urch 

1 chitrities, and should 
be ready by Easter 2005. 

EB 

October 30, 1517, when Martin 
Luther pinned his list of 95 
theses — things wrong with the 
Roman Catholic Church — to the 
church at Wittenberg. 

The URC's structure eschews 
the hierarchy of the established 
Church in favour of councils, 
elders and ministers. Its 
congregations enfold 
evangelical, charismatic and 
liberal members. City Church 
makes much of welcoming 
people regardless of "race, 
colour, gender, age, nationality, 
economic circumstance, marital 
status, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability or 
emotional condition". 

City Church, and the URC in 
general, is determined not to 
rest on its theological laurels, 
but to remind its members to 
seek constant "personal 
reformation" and to strive to 

St Peter's Barge 
iondon  

include other marginal 
denominations. Its practical 
approach is reflected in the 
building, which is not the 
prettiest of 19th-century urban 
Presbyterian churches. There is 
an overwhelming organ in the 
facing (east) wall, and long. 
curving pews in a semi-circle 
before a central stone pulpit and 
modern altar. 

Beauty is never far away when 
you are singing hymns in Wales, 
however. The voice of the 
friendly man in the pew behind 
me accompanied every melody 
with a rich tenor harmony. 

■ Sunday worship: 10.30am. 
Music: traditional hymnody; 
jazz services; Taize music; Iona 
music; folk. Coffee shop; monthly 
magazine. 

EB 

of the barge, and is accompanied 
by guitar, keyboard and violin. 

St Peter's has its own full-time 
minister and a team of four. 
There is a heavy emphasis on 
Bible study — the evening talk on 
a Bible passage ran to 45 
minutes when I was there, and 
was followed by coffee and cake, 
after which we discussed issues 
from the talk. The Wednesday 
meeting also uses a Bible text for 
discussion in groups while coffee 
and lunch are served. 

The week I went, everyone 
appeared to be getting involved 
in its ministry, either sorting out 
what the book of the term was 
going to be (Pilgrim's Progress), or 
organising fellowship groups, 
weekends away, charity ceilidhs 
and homework helpers for local 
Bangladeshi children. 

St Peter's is an impressive 
place (with inset lighting, pine 
cladding, soft carpet and sound 
systems as well as a classy 

e 
off-putting cliqueyness of other 
young London congregations. 

EB 
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man behind Alpha, will take 
over as vicar in 2005. 

Much of the congregation are 
young professionals. To meet 
demand, five services are held 
every Sunday: an 8am 
traditional Holy Communion, 
9.30am and 11.30am informal 
family gatherings, and the 
5pm and 7pm informal 
services for which the church 
is famous. 

At these huge, evangelical-
looking gatherings, 
congregations sing 
enthusiastically to an 
impressive band, many of 
them with arms outstretched 
or clapping. 

The evenill I wento screen 

Charliets Angels hefore a 
reading from Esther. The link 
between the two stories was the 
theme of girl power and 

St John the Baptist, Our Lady and 
St Laurence 
Watling Street, Thaxted, Essex 
(01371 830221) 
Vicar: Rev Raymond Taylor 

Arriving for 10 o'clock mass 
(Thaxted is Anglo-Catholic), the 
vast aisles were empty, one 
organ was covered in tarpaulin 
due to roof conservation work 
and there was silence and dust. 
As the service began, however, 
the sun came out and shone 
through the huge clear glass 
windows, and all at once John 
Betjeman's description of the 
church as "a miracle of soaring 
light" seemed entirely apt. The 
white stone arches separating 
nave and aisles soar towards the 
Tudor oak roof. Every nook and 
cranny seems to reveal a 
medieval carving: monsters, 
bishops, saints and angels jostle 
for attention. 

A female soloist standing at the EB 

Farnborough: St Michael's Abbey 

Farnborough, Hants (01252 

546105 www.farnborough 
abbey.orq) 

Prior: Dom Cuthbert Brogan 
Roman Catholic 

St Michael's Abbey includes a 

mausoleum built by the Empress 

Eugenie (who lived until 1920) fot her 

husband, Napoleon III. The materials 

are brick and stone, the atchitect was 

the man who designed Waddesdon, the 

great Rothschild house in 

Buckinghamshire. The Abbey is 

manned by Benedictine monks who 

tun theit own ptinting ptess and aim to 

hold a dignified Latin litutgy. 

Sunday Mass :10am. 

Guided touts of chutch and crypt 

Sat 3.30pm. All other visits by 

appointment only. 

Faversham: St Mary of Charity 

Newton Road, Faversham, Kent 

(01795 532592; www.faversham. 

org/stmaryofcharlty) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Anthony 

Gehring 

St Mary of Chatity has been thtough 

some adventures. The chancel and 

transepts were rebuilt after civil 
• 	 • 	 • _ 	 • 

Gresford: All Saints 
The Green, Gresford, Wrexham 

(01978 852236; www.allsaints 

gresford.org.uk) 

Vicar: Father Tudor Hughes 
The pinnacled sandstone tower of All 

Saints rises among yews above its 

castellated nave and aisles. Inside, the 

high, wide, ashlat -faced 15th .century 

nave matches sttaight down to the east 

nave dates only ftom the first decade 
of the 20th centuty, though this is not 

obttusively appatent. A sight that 

speaks of the medieval petiod is the 

great worn flight of night staits, by 

which the Augustinian canons would 

teach their noctutnal houts of 

psalmody from the dotmitory. At 

gtound level in the south ttansept is a 

first. century pictorially catved Roman 

tombstone for a cavalty standatd. 

beatet, and, neatby, substantial 

temains of an Anglo.Saxon stone ctoss. 

For a final exercise in histotical 

atmospherics, try sitting in the time- 

polished 7th . centuty stone chair, ot 

Ftith Stool, in the chancel, with its tub - 
 like arms and back of equal height. 

There Wilftid himself might have sat. 

Sunday services: 8.30am Holy 

Communion; 10am Patish 

Communion, usually with choir; 

6.30pm Evensong. 

Music: choit; music group. 

Open: 9.30am - 5pm Oct.Aptil; 9.30am. 

7pm May . Sept; Sunday school; youth 

groups; Bible study groups; Mothet's • 

Union; parish breakfast; tea and coffee 

aftet setvices; Abbey shop. 

Canary Wharf, London E14 
(020 7093 1212) 
Minister: Rev Marcus Nodder 

Among the glittering towers of 
Canary Wharf, a Dutch barge 
bobs gently in the water. Every 
Sunday at 6pm 
and every Wednesday at 1.05pm, 
light streams from the door on to 
the gangway, a spiritual 
invitation to the stressed 
bankers, lawyers, accountants 
and journalists who pack the 
surrounding offices. 

St Peter's was the brainchild, 
in 2003, of St Anne's, Limehouse, 
and St Helen's, Bishopsgate, and 
it is a much-needed move to 
reach out to 50,000 City workers, 
as well as the growing resident 
population. The congregation (it 

TIVNIffIr10104601111.11111.11111110.01iiiirth 
 twenties and thirties. 

The result is a lively Sunday 
sevice. The singing is lusty, 
amplified by the close confines 



St Peter's Barge 
London 
Canary Wharf, London E14 
(020 7093 1212) 
Minister: Rev Marcus Nodder 

Among the glittering towers of 
Canary Wharf, a Dutch barge 
bobs gently in the water. Every 
Sunday at 6pm 
and every Wednesday at 1.05pm, 
light streams from the door on to 
the gangway, a spiritual 
invitation to the stressed 
bankers, lawyers, accountants 
and journalists who pack the 
surrounding offices. 

St Peter's was the brainchild, 
in 2003, of St Anne's, Limehouse, 
and St Helen's, Bishopsgate, and 
it is a much-needed move to 
reach out to 50,000 City workers, 
as well as the growing resident 
population. The congregation (it 

of the barge, and is accompanied 
by guitar, keyboard and violin. 

St Peter's has its own full-time 
minister and a team of four. 
There is a heavy emphasis on 
Bible study — the evening talk on 
a Bible passage ran to 45 
minutes when I was there, and 
was followed by coffee and cake, 
after which we discussed issues 
from the talk. The Wednesday 
meeting also uses a Bible text for 
discussion in groups while coffee 
and lunch are served. 

The week I went, everyone 
appeared to be getting involved 
in its ministry, either sorting out 
what the book of the term was 
going to be (Pilgrim's Progress), or 
organising fellowship groups, 
weekends away, charity ceilidhs 
and homework helpers for local 
Bangladeshi children. 

St Peter's is an impressive 
place (with inset lighting, pine 
cladding, soft carpet and sound 
systems as well as a classy 
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100 favourite churches 

heroism. Members of the 
congregation were invited to 
stand up and be prayed for if 
they felt they were being called 
to do something worthy with 
their lives. 

The left-hand balcony was 
asked to pray aloud for Iraq, the 
right-hand balcony for Sudan, 
the left-hand congregation for 
Afghanistan and the right-hand 
congregation for Russia. We 
were asked to impart the Grace 
to people next to us, as a 
rousing finale. 

There is a plush shop selling 
tapes, videos, books, CD-Roms 
and Alpha resources. Even the 
lavatories are superior. 

left 	 r  larat 

admiration for t is Ro Is-Royce 
of churches. 

EB 

■Sunday services: 8am Low 
Mass; 10am Sung Mass; Sunday 
schools from 10am. 

back of the church with the choir 
sang the entrance antiphon. Her 
voice was carried by the fine 
acoustics, which must have 
contributed to Gustav Hoist's love 
of playing the organ here. 

The surprising side to Thaxted, 
however, is its left-wing past. 
Conrad Noel, the extraordinary 
Christian Socialist firebrand, was 
vicar here from 1910 till his death 
in 1942. (He advertised in the 
Church Times for a curate: "a 
revolutionary communist with a 
good singing voice".) 

For the sermon on the morning 
I was there, we heard from 
retired Canon Geoffrey Holley 
about the threatened split of the 
Anglican Communion over the 
ordination of gay priests. 
Afterwards, the church was so 
full of sunlight and the sermon so 
full of thought that the 
congregation seemed to float out 
of the magnificent front door. 

A female soloist standing at the EB 

was consecrated in 1288. Inside, 
cutious gtaffiti ate discetnible at the 
ctossing, one an elaborate medieval 
mason's drawing of a traceried window 
anothet of a coiffed woman raising a 
spoon to clout a man. Retedos by 
Bodley testored after fite in 1985. 
Sundaysetvices: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.15am Patish Eucharist; 
11.15am young families; 6pm 

Evensong. 
Music: Choir; bellringing. 
Mothers' Union; youth club. 
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St John the Baptist, Our Lady and 
St Laurence 
Watling Street, Thaxted, Essex 
(01371 830221) 
Vicar: Rev Raymond Taylor 

Arriving for 10 o'clock mass 
(Thaxted is Anglo-Catholic), the 
vast aisles were empty, one 
organ was covered in tarpaulin 
due to roof conservation work 
and there was silence and dust. 
As the service began, however, 
the sun came out and shone 
through the huge clear glass 
windows, and all at once John 
Betjeman's description of the 
church as "a miracle of soaring 
light" seemed entirely apt. The 
white stone arches separating 
nave and aisles soar towards the 
Tudor oak roof. Every nook and 
cranny seems to reveal a 
medieval carving: monsters, 
bishops, saints and angels jostle 
for attention. 

man behind Alpha, will take 
over as vicar in 2005. 

Much of the congregation are 
young professionals. To meet 
demand, five services are held 
every Sunday: an 8am 
traditional Holy Communion, 
9.30am and 11.30am informal 
family gatherings, and the 
5pm and 7pm informal 
services for which the church 
is famous. 

At these huge, evangelical-
looking gatherings, 
congregations sing 
enthusiastically to an 
impressive band, many of 
them with arms outstretched 
or clapping. 

The eve 	Iweit a 

a 
reading from Esther. The link 
between the two stories was the 
theme of girl power and 

City United 
Reformed 
Church 
Cardiff 
Windsor Plate,Cardiff 
(029 20225190 ; 
www.cityug•uk) 
Minister: Rev Tom Arthur 
United Reforned Church 

It IA as by good fortune that I 
visited on Reformation Sunday. 
The fascinating history of the 
URC was theproud focus of the 
sermon. Thefl.RC is a union of 
the Congregational Church in 
England andiCales and the 
Presbyterian Church of England. 
Reformation Sunday celebrates 

Maly High greet, 
Loin SW15 
Vicar: Rev Odes Fraser 
020 8788 4414 

On the south bank of the 
Thames, nestled between 
apartment blocks and 
bustling bars, St Mary's 
quietly oozes history. The 
Putney Debates were held 
here by Cromwell's Army 
Council to determine the 
governance of the realm. 
Samuel Pepys notes in 
1667 that he heard "a good 
sermon" here. Today, 
congregations at the 9am 
or 10.15am Sunday 
Eucharisis still find good 
preaching. 

The sermon I heard was 
a satisfying mix of 
highbrow and lowbrow 
references, from the 
Premiership to Max 
Weber, that were not 
surprising given Dr 
Fraser's background: he is 
a lecturer in philosophy at 
Oxford, writes for the 
Guardian and the Church 
Times, provides Radio 4's 
Thought for the Day and 
chairs inclusivechurch.net, 
an Anglican pressure 
group. He radiates laddish 
attitude: everyone gets an 
enthusiastic "cheers mate" 
on leaving church, and he 
wears jeans under his 
cassock. A huge 
community centre is being 
built in the place of the old 
h 	i h 	for use not 

urch but also 
1 	 and should 
be ready by Easter 2005. 

LB  

October 30, 1517, when Martin 
Luther pinned his list of 95 
theses — things wrong with the 
Roman Catholic Church — to the 
church at Wittenberg. 

The URC's structure eschews 
the hierarchy of the established 
Church in favour of councils, 
elders and ministers. Its 
congregations enfold 
evangelical, charismatic and 
liberal members. City Church 
makes much of welcoming 
people regardless of "race, 
colour, gender, age, nationality, 
economic circumstance, marital 
status, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability or 
emotional condition". 

City Church, and the URC in 
general, is determined not to 
rest on its theological laurels, 
but to remind its members to 
seek constant "personal 
reformation" and to strive to 

tWeidies an t 	es. 
The result is a lively Sunday 

sevice. The singing is lusty, 
amplified by the close confines  

include other marginal 
denominations. Its practical 
approach is reflected in the 
building, which is not the 
prettiest of 19th-century urban 
Presbyterian churches. There is 
an overwhelming organ in the 
facing (east) wall, and long. 
curving pews in a semi-circle 
before a central stone pulpit and 
modern altar. 

Beauty is never far away when 
you are singing hymns in Wales, 
however. The voice of the 
friendly man in the pew behind 
me accompanied every melody 
with a rich tenor harmony. 

■ Sunday worship: 10.30am. 
Music: traditional hymnody; 
jazz services; Taize music; Iona 
music; folk. Coffee shop; monthly 
magazine. 

EB 

e 
off-putting cliqueyness of other 
young London congregations. 

EB 

Celtic saint, is a peaceful building of 
gtey stone walls and a gtey stone toof, 
standing on a sloping churchyatd with 
datk yew ttees overlooking the Wye 
valley. A 13th.centuty nave; 14th .

century chancel; 17th.centuty wagon 
toof. Lychgate with stable. 
Sunday setvices: 1st Sunday 9.45am 
Holy Communion; 2nd Sunday Barn, 

9.45am; 3td Sunday 9.45am; 4th 
Sunday 8am, 9.45am. 
Fundraising fot toof and heating. 

Lochawe: St Conan's Kirk 
Lochawe, Argyll (01838 200386; 

www.loch-awe.com) 
Minister: Rev John Shedden 

Church of Scotland 
Above the notthetn shote of Loch Awe 
rises a thicket of towets and butttesses, 
the work of Waltet Douglas Campbell, 
the amateut atchitect of this 
extraordinary chutch, built next to 

an isolated tailway halt and a hotel. 

The ttain ftom Glasgow gets the visitot 
there in two houts 20 minutes. St 
Conan's was built in two bursts, 
beginning in the 1880s and ending in 
1930 aftet 20 yeats of amplification. 

The tough-hewn gtanite and btowny 
sandstone dtessings give exptession to 
a mixture of tound.atched 
Romanesque, Gothic tracery, a Saxon 
towet, a cloisteted garth, an apse with 
ambulatory, a ctypt and surprising 

chapels. Datk timbets fotm the steep .

pitched toof. Light stteams between 
the 10 Romanesque pillats at the east 

end, illuminating the Spanish chestnut 
crocketed choit stalls beneath massive 

Notman stone arches. 
Sunday setvice:9am. 

London: Brompton Oratory 
Brompton Road, London 5W7 (020 
7808 0900; www.brompton 
oratory.com) 
Parish priest: Rev Father 
Charles1311ke 
Roman Catholic 
Although this capacious exetcise in the 

Italian baroque style was built only in 

1878 (by Hetbert Gtibble), many of the 
fittings are of the 17th centuty, 

including the wonderfully otnate Lady 

Altar, ftom a chutch in Btescia, and the 

giant figutes of Apostles ftom Siena 
Cathedtal. The liturgy is petfotmed 

with solemnity in the btoad sanctuary. 

The Oratoty smells of incense and 

polish. Monsignot Alfted Gilbey, a 

saintly but gentlemanly figute, had his 

funeral here. The congregation ate not 

all nobs. 
Sunday Masses: 7am, 8am, 9am 

(Ttidentine Latin); 10am (Family, sung 

in English); 11am (Solemn, Latin); 

12.30pm; 4.30pm; 7pm. 
Music:the Seniot Professional Catholic 
Choit sings at all the majot Latin 
liturgies; the London Otatoty Junior 

Choir (8-16) sings at Tuesday 
Benedictions and on Sundays at 10am. 
Refteshments after 11am Mass; 
Society of St Vincent de Paul -
parishionets work with the poot and 
needy; children's catechism classes; 
bookshop; lending library. 

111111111110011111111, Spitalfields 
Commercial Street El (020 
7247 7202; www.christchurch 
spitalfields.org) 

Priest-Hn-charge: Rev Andy Rider 
Built by Nicholas Hawksmoot in the late 

1720s, the chutch, with its massive 

west tower tutning into a 225ft spire, 

dominates the suttounding stteets of 

old houses. The intetior looks glotious 

after tecent testotation. 

Sunday setvices: 10.30am S last 

Sunday of the Month 8.30am prayet 

book Communion. 

Open to visitots: Thutsday 11am-
4pm,Sunday 1pm.4pm. Bellringing (8 

bells); cteche during setvice; links with 
Evangelical Alliance; Alpha coutses; 
work with alcoholics; literacy ptojects; 
outreach to women involved in 
prostitution. 

London: Holy Trinity, Sloane Street 
Sloane Street, London SW1 

(020 7730 7270; www.hotytrinity 
sloanestreet.org) 
Rector: Rt Rev Michael Marshall 
Holy Trinity, Sloane Stteet, is a 
ttiumph of late Victotian Atts and 
Crafts style, conceived in 1887 by the 
atchitect John Dando Sedding, ftesh 
from his astonishing Italianate 
achievement at the Holy Redeemet, 

Cletkenwell. At Holy Ttinity, the stress 

was on Euchatistic wotship. "Mid 
beaten coppet intetset with gems," 
wrote Betjeman in his poem on the 
church, " Behold! Behold! Your King!" 

The rich fittings, by leading attists of 

the 1890s, looked different after the 

interior was whitewashed in 1930, 

Farnborough: St Michael's Abbey 
Farnborough, Hants (01252 
546105 www.farnborough 
abbry.orq) 
Prior: Dom Cuthbert Brogan 
Roman Cathoik 
St Michael's Abbey includes a 
mausoleum built by the Empress 
Eugenie (who lived until 1920) fot het 
husband, Napoleon III. The materials 
are brick and stone, the architect was 
the man who designed Waddesdon, the 
great Rothschild house in 
Buckinghamshire. The Abbey is 
manned by Benedictine monks who 
run theit own printing ptess and aim to 
hold a dignified Latin liturgy. 
Sunday Mass :10am. 
Guided tours of chutch and ctypt 
Sat 3.30pm. All other visits by 
appointment only. 

Faversham: St Mary of Charity 
Newton Road, Faversham, Kent 
(01795 532592; www.faversham. 
orq/stmaryof charity) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Anthony 
Oehring 

St Mary of Chatity has been through 

some adventures. The chancel and 

Leuchars: St Athernase 

Leuchars, Fife (01334 870038) 
Church of Scotland 

Minister: Rev Caroline Taylor 
St Athernase, the parish church at 
Leuchars, stands on an eminence 
above the village, with what the English 
call Notman blind atcades decotating 
the outside of its chancel and eastern 

apse. This is surmounted by a 
sutprising octagonal towet built in 

1700, with a cupola'd lantern 

supporting a high weather.cock. 

Tremendous. 
Sunday service: 11am. 
Sunday school. 

accommodating, in its fluid ttacery, 
glass depictions of the ancestots of 
Jesus. The Abbey enjoys friendly 
relations with St Bitinus's chutch, which 
was built by the tiver in 1849, designed 
by WW Watdel, the architect of 
Melboutne Cathedral. The chutch is 
small - a nave and chancel, with some 
catved statuary. 
Sunday services: 11am Sung Mass. 

hoiyhinity Durham: St Oswald 
Church Street, Durham (0191 372 
0374; www.aewalds.org.ult) 

j from 	St Oswald, on its cliff beside the river 
nguished by Wear, probably dates ftom Anglo- 
. It is a grand Saxon days. The tound pillats of the 
>earance 	nave ate ftom the 12th centuty. Thete 
0-1535. 	was much tebuilding by Ignatius 
pts and 	Bonomi in 1834. The west window was 
chancel. 	made by Morris and Co in the 1860s, 
'y Doom 	with scenes by Ford Madox Btown and 
To one side 	angels by William Mortis. Chutch 
I tower was 	restored aftet arson in 1984. 
is been at 	Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Iministry" 	Communion (BCP); 9.30 Parish 

Communion; 6pm Evensong. 
Music: choit; bellringing (8 bells). John 

family 	Bacchus Dykes, vicat from 1862 .76, 
ce, with 	wrote the music for We Plough the 
Ing; 	Fields, For Those in Peril on the Sea 

anti 1-Inlv HMI/ Noll/ I nrri God 

6.30pm Evensong (BCP); Sunday 
school 9.30am. 

Glenfield: Methodist Church 
Station Road, Glenfield, Leicester 
(01162 874859; vnvw.glenf ield 
churches.orq.uk) 
Rev Mark Reasbeck 
Methodist 

Built 1821, tebuilt 1878; walls of Groby 
slate, with stone dressings; Eatly 
English style. Renovated 2003. 
Sunday Services: 10am; 6.30pm. -  
Open Saturdays 10am-noon fot quiet 
ptayer. 

Otgan; activities for childten; Sunday 
school; youth group; Alpha courses; 
heating loop; signing fot the deaf; 
coffee aftet services. 

Gresford: All Saints 
The Green, Gresford, Wrexham 
(01978 852236; wvnv.allsaInts 
gresford.orq.uk) 
Vicar: Father Tudor Hughes 
The pinnacled sandstone towet of All 
Saints rises among yews above its 

castellated nave and aisles. Inside, the 
high, wide, ashlat.faced 15th.century 

nave marches sttaight down to the east 

disorder in 1301. The central tower 	
end, lit by a big seven light window, 	Hythe: St Leonard ttansepts wete rebuilt after civil 

with no arch dividing off the chancel, 	Oak Watk, Itylfmk Kant 

nave dates only ftom the first decade 
of the 20th centuty, though this is not 
obtrusively apparent. A sight that 

speaks of the medieval petiod is the 
great wotn flight of night staits, by 
Which the Augustinian canons would 
teach their noctutnal hours of 
psalmody from the dotmitory. At 
ground level in the south transept is a 

fitst.century pictotially carved Roman 
tombstone fot a cavalty standard-
beatet, and, neatby, substantial 
remains of an Anglo -Saxon stone ctoss. 
Fot a final exercise in histotical 
atmospherics, tty sitting in the time.
polished 7th.century stone chair, or 
Ftith Stool, in the chancel, with its tub -
like arms and back of equal height. 
Thete Wilftid himself might have sat. 

Sunday services: 8.30am Holy 
Communion; 10am Parish 

Communion, usually with choir; 

I 6.30pm Evensong. 

Music: choit; music group. 
Open: 9.30am . 5pm Oct.Aptil; 9.30am-
7pm May. Sept; Sunday school; youth 
groups; Bible study groups; Mothet's 

Union; parish breakfast; tea and coffee 
after setvices; Abbey shop. 

Kenlhvorth: St Nicholas 
High Street, Kenilworth, Warwicks 
(01926 857509; www.stnicholas 
kenilworth.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Richard Awre 
St Nicholas, Kenilwotth, is mostly of the 

late Middle Ages, but it has an 

Hrnham: St Andrew 
Witham, Lincs (01476 550763 
www.kwham.orgichurch) 
Priest-In-charge: Rev Margaret 
Barton 
St Andtew's stands among ttees in this 
stone-built village, next to the grounds 
of the ancient Itnham Hall. The church 
expanded from its Notman otigins, 
reaching its present appeatance in the 
15th centuty. Antiquatians pounce on 
the glotious 14th. century Eastet 
sepulchre, now in the notth chapel, a 
triple.atched structute enctusted with 

delicate catving and ftetting, once used 

for the teservation of the Sactament 
between Good Ftiday and Eastet 
Sunday. It also served as a monument 
to Geofftey Lutttell and his wife. 

Sunday services: 10.30am 1st, 2nd, 
4th Sundays. 
Music: otgan; bellringing (five bells). 
Consetvation work in ptogtess. 

impressive Norman dootway, with bold Law Trenchard: St Peter 



(Thaxted is Anglo-Catholic), the 
vast aisles were empty, one 
organ was covered in tarpaulin 
due to roof conservation work 
and there was silence and dust. 
As the service began, however, 
the sun came out and shone 
through the huge clear glass 
windows, and all at once John 
Betjeman's description of the 
church as "a miracle of soaring 
light" seemed entirely apt. The 
white stone arches separating 
nave and aisles soar towards the 
Tudor oak roof. Every nook and 
cranny seems to reveal a 
medieval carving: monsters, 
bishops, saints and angels jostle 
for attention. 

A female soloist standing at the 

Church Times for a curate: "a 
revolutionary communist with a 
good singing voice".) 

For the sermon on the morning 
I was there, we heard from 
retired Canon Geoffrey Holley 
about the threatened split of the 
Anglican Communion over the 
ordination of gay priests. 
Afterwards, the church was so 
full of sunlight and the sermon so 
full of thought that the 
congregation seemed to float out 
of the magnificent front door. 

■ Sunday services: 8am Low 
Mass; 10am Sung Mass; Sunday 
schools from 10am. 

EB 

sawing in the northern 
aisle can't see the priest 
or the choir, and the space 
is unsuitable for parish 
events. 

St Mary's plays a large 
role in everyday village life. 
Activities include men's 
fellowship groups, Alpha 
courses, Mother's Union, 
children's groups, musical 
groups and a carers' group. 

■ Sunday services: 10am 
Service of the Word or 
Holy Communion; 8am or 
6pm Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer). 

EB 

Holy Trinity 
Brom ptotl 
Brompton Road, London SW7 
(0845 644 7533; www.htb.org.uk) 
Vicar: Sandy Millar 

It is hard to approach a service 
at HTB, as it's known, without a 
degree of scepticism. Once 
known by many simply for the 
number of Sloane Rangers 
turning up (nearest Tube 
stations are South Kensington 
and Knightsbridge), in the past 
few years the church has 
become synonymori,s with the 
popular Alpha course which 
introduces Christianity in an 
informal, talk-and-supper 
format. 

Nicky Gumbel, the 

man behind Alpha, will take 
over as vicar in 2005. 

Much of the congregation are 
young professionals. To meet 
demand, five services are held 
every Sunday: an 8am 
traditional Holy Communion, 
9.30am and 11.30am informal 
family gatherings, and the 
5pm and 7pm informal 
services for which the church 
is famous. 

At these huge, evangelical-
look ing gatherings, 
congregations sing 
enthusiastically to an 
impressive band, many of 
them with arms outstretched 
or clapping. 

The evenin I we t a screen 
.shoWed an e ItIMtwF  
Charlie's Angels betore a 
reading from Esther. The link 
between the two stories was the 
theme of girl power and 

heroism. Members of the 
congregation were invited to 
stand up and be prayed for if 
they felt they were being called 
to do something worthy with 
their lives. 

The left-hand balcony was 
asked to pray aloud for Iraq, the 
right-hand balcony for Sudan, 
the left-hand congregation for 
Afghanistan and the right-hand 
congregation for Russia. We 
were asked to impart the Grace 
to people next to us, as a 
rousing finale. 

There is a plush shop selling 
tapes, videos, books, CD-Roms 
and Alpha resources. Even the 
lavatories are superior. 

le t f • 	larate 

admiration for t is Vto Is-Royce 
of churches. 

EB 

MANY. .0•• • 

Vicar: by Giles Fraser 
020 8788 4414 

On the south bank of the 
Thames, nestled between 
apartment blocks and 
bustling bars, St Mary's 
quietly oozes history. The 
Putney Debates were held 
here by Cromwell's Army 
Council to determine the 
governance of the realm. 
Samuel Pepys notes in 
1667 that he heard "a good 
sermon" here. Today, 
congregations at the 9am 
or 10.15am Sunday 
Eucharists still find good 
preaching. 

The sermon I heard was 
a satisfying mix of 
highbrow and lowbrow 
references, from the 
Premiership to Max 
Weber, that were not 
surprising given Dr 
Fraser's background: he is 
a lecturer in philosophy at 
Oxford, writes for the 
Guardian and the Church 
Times, provides Radio 4's 
Thought for the Day and 
chairs indusivechurch.net, 
an Anglican pressure 
group. He radiates laddish 
attitude: everyone gets an 
enthusiastic "cheers mate" 
on leaving church, and he 
wears jeans under his 
cassock. A huge 
community centre is being 
built in the place of the old 
church halk,for use not 

ly by the church but also 
local charities, and should 
be ready by Easter 2005. 

EB 

St Peter's Barge 
Aondon 

Canary Wharf, London E14 
(020 7093 1212) 
Minister: Rev Marcus Nodder 

Among the glittering towers of 
Canary Wharf, a Dutch barge 
bobs gently in the water. Every 
Sunday at 6pm 
and every Wednesday at 1.05pm, 
light streams from the door on to 
the gangway, a spiritual 
invitation to the stressed 
bankers, lawyers, accountants 
and journalists who pack the 
surrounding offices. 

St Peter's was the brainchild, 
in 2003, of St Anne's, Limehouse, 
and St Helen's, Bishopsgate, and 
it is a much-needed move to 
reach out to 50,000 City workers, 
as well as the growing resident 
population. The congregation (it 
can seat about 120 and_norinally 
does) are mainly in their 
twenties and thirties. 

The result is a lively Sunday 
sevice. The singing is lusty, 
amplified by the close confines 

of the barge, and is accompanied 
by guitar, keyboard and violin. 

St Peter's has its own full-time 
minister and a team of four. 
There is a heavy emphasis on 
Bible study - the evening talk on 
a Bible passage ran to 45 
minutes when I was there, and 
was followed by coffee and cake, 
after which we discussed issues 
from the talk. The Wednesday 
meeting also uses a Bible text for 
discussion in groups while coffee 
and lunch are served. 

The week I went, everyone 
appeared to be getting involved 
in its ministry, either sorting out 
what the book of the term was 
going to be (Pilgrim's Progress), or 
organising fellowship groups, 
weekends away, charity ceilidhs 
and homework helpers for local 
Bangladeshi children. 

St Peter's is an impressive 
place (with inset lighting, pine 
cladding, soft carpet and sound 
systems as well as a classy 
nebsite).13ut the= is no 
pomposity and none of the 
off-putting cliqueyness of other 
young London congregations. 

EB 

for the exttaordinary two-storey 
sanctuaty at the east end. The upper 
patt was built inside the chancel in the 
12th century and its wooden rail dates 
from that time too, possibly to 
accommodate a shtine. 
Sunday services: 10am, 6pm. 
Music: volunteet choit. 

Coventry Holy Trinity 
Priory Row, Coventry 
(024 7622 0418; www.holytrinity 
coventry.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Keith Sinclair 
Holy Ttinity, actoss the toad from 
Coventry Cathedral, is distinguished by 
a towet and spite 237ft tall. It is a grand 
city church, the present appearance 
dating from the petiod 1360-1535. 
There ate aisles and ttansepts and 
chapels on each side of the chancel. 
Well.preserved 15th.century Doom 
painting over chancel arch. To one side 
of the church, a wooden bell tower was 
built in 1854. Holy Ttinity has been at 
the foreftont of the "healing ministry" 
fot 20 years. 
Sunday setvices:8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 9.30am family 
service; 11am morning setvice, with 
choir; 4.30pm Choral Evensong; 
7.30pm evening worship. Tues 1pm 
Holy Communion with healing prayer; 
Wed 10.30am Holy Communion (BCP). 
Opening hours: 9.30am.3.30pm; 
Alpha courses; childten's gtoups 

Desford: St Martin 
Church Lane, Desford, Leics 
(01455 822276; www.stmartins 
dealord.org.u10 
Rector: Rev Rkhard Sharpe 
Yew ttees line the path ftom the 
lychgate. St Mattin's has a late 
medieval tower and spite (being 
testored) at the west end; the weather 
cock ftom 1619 was blown down in 
1976 and is kept indoots near the font. 
The tower clock is ftom the 1640s. The 
east ends of the chancel and Lady 
chapel have lovely fout. and five.light 
Eatly English windows. Inside you can 
see a Notman font. 
Sunday services: 2nd, 4th Sundays 
8am Holy Communion (BCP), 10.30am 
family service, 7pm; 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Sundays 10.30am Holy Communion 
(Common Wotship); 6pm evening 
prayer. 
Children's gtoups; bellringing; heating 
loop; Communion, family setvices in 
btaille; latge-ptint hymn books. 

Dorchester-on-Thames: St Birinus 
Bridge End, Dotchester-on- 
Thames, Oxon 
Parish priest: Rev Father John 
Osman 
Roman Catholic 
St Birinus was a 7th-century 
missionary who converted a king and 
set up his see at Dorchester. Pilgtims 
ftom several churches make a 
pilgtimage each July from Churn Knob, 
where Birinus preached, 12 miles away. 
Dorchester Abbey is famous for its 
wonderful 14th-century Jesse window, 

Farnborough: St Michael's Abbey 

Farnborough, Hants (01252 

546105 www.farnborough 
abbey.org) 
Prior: Dom Cuthbert Brogan 
Roman Catholic 
St Michael's Abbey includes a 
mausoleum built by the Emptess 
Eugenie (who lived until 1920) fot het 
husband, Napoleon Ill. The matetials 
are btick and stone, the atchitect was 
the man who designed Waddesdon, the 
great Rothschild house in 
Buckinghamshite. The Abbey is 
manned by Benedictine monks who 
tun theit own ptinting ptess and aim to 
hold a dignified Latin litutgy. 
Sunday Mass :10am. 
Guided touts of chutch and ctypt 
Sat 3.30pm. All othet visits by 
appointment only. 

Faversham: St Mary of Charity 
Newton Road, Faversham, Kent 
(01795 532592; www.faversham. 
org/stmaryofcharity) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Anthony 
Oehring 
St Maty of Chatity has been thtough 
some adventutes. The chancel and 
ttansepts wete rebuilt after civil 
disordet in 1301. The centtal tower 
collapsed and a new tower was built in 
1799, with a delicate spite testing on 
four flying butttesses. The nave was 
tebuilt by Chatles Dance in the 1750s, 
but was cased extetnally in flint a 
centuty later, as was the tower. In the 
nave, Tuscan columns survive ftom 
Dance's rebuilding. 
Sunday services: 1st Sunday 9.30am 
Matins,I1.15am Family Communion, 
6.30pm healing and blessing; 2nd 
Sunday 8am Holy Communion, 10am 
Parish Communion (with laying on of 
hands); 3td Sunday 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Morning Worship, 
11.30am shotter Holy Communion, 
6.30pm Chotal Evensong; 4th Sunday 
8am Holy Communion 10am Parish 
Communion. 
Music: choit: adults and childten. 
Activities for childten. 

Grantham: St Wulfram 
Church Street, Grantham, Lincs 
(01476 563710) 
Rector: Rev Christopher Andrews 
Ftom the mainline ttain, St Wulftam's 
spite is plainly visible, tising above the 
mellow brick streets of Grantham. 
Some like the balance of this church 
more than any other in the tich county 
of Lincolnshite. Atound the chutch 
built in about 1180, a bigger church 
was constructed 100 yeats later, 
ptoducing an open space of nave and 
two flanking aisles 196ft long and 80ft 
broad. The 14th-century spire is 282ft 
tall. Ftom the gtaveyatd, the sun shows 
up the decotated ttacety of the 
windows of the south chapel, beneath 
which lies a ctypt, teached ftom inside 
the chancel. 
Sunday Services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.30am Parish 
Communion (Common Wotship); 

Hrnham: St Andrew 
Hrnham, Lincs (01476 550763 
wwwirnham.org/church) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Margaret 
Barton 
St Andtew's stands among ttees in this 
stone.built village, next to the gtounds 
of the ancient Irnham Hall. The chutch 
expanded ftom its Notman origins, 
reaching its present appeatance in the 
15th century. Antiquatians pounce on 
the glotious 14th .centuty Eastet 
sepulchte, now in the notth chapel, a 
ttiple-atched structute enctusted with 
delicate carving and ftetting, once used 
fot the reservation of the Sacrament 
between Good Ftiday and Easter 
Sunday. It also setved as a monument 
to Geofftey Lutttell and his wife. 
Sunday setvices: 10.30am 1st, 2nd, 
4th Sundays. 
Music: organ; belltinging (five bells). 
Conservation wotk in ptogtess. 

Kenilworth: St Nicholas 
High Street, Kenilworth, Warwicks 
(01926 857509; www.stnicholas 
kenilworth.orq.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Richard Awre 
St Nicholas, Kenilwotth, is mostly of the 
late Middle Ages, but it has an 
impressive Notman dootway, with bold 
geometric moulding. 
Sunday services:8am Holy 
Communion (1st Sunday, BCP); 10am 
1st, 2nd, 3rd Sunday Holy Communion; 
2nd Sunday family ptaise; 4th Sunday 
morning wotship; 11.30am 2nd Sunday 
Matins; 6.30pm evening setvice; 4th 
Sunday Holy Communion and ministty 
of healing. 
Music: Choit; belltinging (6 bells). 
Cteche; youth gtoups; twenties and 
thirties Group; flowet guild; wives' 
group; Mothers' Union. 

King's Lynn: St Margaret 
Church Street, King's Lynn, Norfolk 
(01553 772858; www.st 
margaretskingslynn.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Chris Hvory 
This Norman and 13th-century chutch, 
235ft long, on the Ftiday Market, was 
familiar to Margety Kemp in the 15th 
century. The main doot stands below a 
tall and wide window and is flanked 

by two squate towets. The fall of the 
spire on the south.west tower 
necessitated the tebuilding of the 

nave in the mid 18th century, still in 
Gothic style. Nearby, the huge 

chapel -of.ease, St Nicholas, 200 ft 

long, with the high arches of the 15th 

centuty, gives an exhilatating sense 

of space. 
Sunday services: Barn Euchatist; 10am 
Parish Eucharist; 6.30pm Evensong. 
Music: choit; belltinging. 
Open: all day, every day. 

Leedom Brampton Oratory 
Brampton Road, London Siff (( 
7806 0900; ww1v.hromPtml 
oratory.com) 
Parish priest: Rev Father 

1 Charles Dilke 
Roman Catholic 
Although this capacious exercise i 
Italian batoque style was built onl 

1878 (by Herbert Gribble), many 

fittings ate of the 17th century, 
including the wondetfully ornate 
Altat, ftom a church in Btescia, at 
giant figures of Apostles ftom St 
Cathedtal. The litutgy is petfotm 

with solemnity in the btoad sane 
The 0ratoty smells of incense an 
polish. Monsignot Alfted Gilbey, i 
saintly but gentlemanly figute, h 
funetal here. The congregation z 

all nobs. 
Sunday Masses: 7am, Barn, 9am 
(Tridentine Latin); 10am (Family 
in English); 11am (Solemn, Latin 
12.30pm; 4.30pm; 7pm. 
Music: the Senior Professional C 
Choit sings at all the majot Latin 
liturgies; the London Otatoty JL 

Choir (8- 16) sings at Tuesday 
Benedictions and on Sundays at 
Refreshments aftet 11am Mass 
Society of St Vincent de Paul -
parishionets wotk with the poot 
needy; childten's catechism ties 
bookshop; lending library. 

London: Christ Church, Spita 
Commercial Street El (020 
7247 7202; www.christchur 
sphaftlelds.org) 
Priest-Hn-charge: Rev Andy S 
Built by Nicholas Hawksmoor in 
1720s, the chutch, with its mass 
west towet turning into a 225ft 
dominates the sutrounding strei 
old houses. The interior looks gl( 
aftet recent testoration. 
Sunday setvices: 10.30am & las' 
Sunday of the Month 8.30am pr 
book Communion. 
Open to visitors: Thutsday 11am 
4pm,Sunday 1pm-4pm. Bellring 
bells); cteche during service; link 
Evangelical Alliance; Alpha court 
work with alcoholics; litetacy ptc 
outteach to women involved in 
prostitution. 

accommodating, in its fluid ttacery, 
glass depictions of the ancestots of 
Jesus. The Abbey enjoys friendly 
relations with St Bitinus's church, which 
was built by the tivet in 1849, designed 
by WW Wardel, the architect of 
Melboutne Cathedral. The chutch is 
small . a nave and chancel, with some 
catved statuaty. 
Sunday setvices: 11am Sung Mass. 

Durham: St Oswald 
Church Street, Durham (0191 372 
0374; www.oswalds.org.uk) 
St Oswald, on its cliff beside the tiver 
Wear, probably dates ftom Anglo-
Saxon days. The round pillats of the 
nave ate ftom the 12th century. There 
was much rebuilding by Ignatius 
Bonomi in 1834. The west window was 
made by Mortis and Co in the 18605, 
with scenes by Ford Madox Btown and 
angels by William Mottis. Chutch 
restoted aftet arson in 1984. 
Sunday Setvices:8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 9.30 Patish 
Communion; 6pm Evensong. 
Music: choir; bellringing (8 bells). John 
Bacchus Dykes, vicar from 1862.76, 
wrote the music for We Plough the 
Fields, For Those in Peril on the Sea 
and Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty. Strong musical ttadition. 
Great organ at the west end. 
Tea and coffee; dtama gtoup. 

Elkstone St John the Evangelist 
Cowley, Cheltenham (01242 
870232) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev David N 
Green 
A tall, 15th.centuty stone towet can be 
seen through the ttees from the village 
of Elkstone. Inside, a low, carved 
Notman archway marks the eastern 
end of the nave, and beyond it, through 
a vaulted tunnel, anothet Notman 
archway leads the eye to the sanctuaty, 
lit at the fat end by a single round.
arched window. Above the two Notman 
arches once stood a towet, lost in the 
13th century, but an uppet chamber 
temains, used as a dovecot. 
Sunday services: 1st Sunday 9.30am; 
2nd Sunday 10am; 3td Sunday 11arn 
4th Sunday 3pm. 

Fairford: St Mary the Virgin 
The Croft, Fairford, Glos (01285 
712467) 
Vicar: Rev Brian Atkinson 
St Maty's was tebuilt just befote and 
after 1500, with a pinnacled central 
towet and battlemented walls. Take 
binoculars, for the gloty of the church 
is its seties of 28 full stained-glass 
windows telling Bible stories ftom the 
Old and New Testaments. The east 
window above the altat shows scenes 
from the Passion of Chtist; the west, 
the Last Judgment, with a devil taking 
a woman to hell in a handcart. 
Sunday setvices: 8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 9.30am Sung 
Eucharist. Last Sunday: 10am family 
service); 6pm Evensong. 
Bellringing (8 bells). 

6.30pm Evensong (BCP); Sunday 
school 9.30am. 

Glenfield: Methodist Church 
Station Road, Glenfield, Leicester 
(01162 874859; www.glenfield 
churches.org.uk) 
Rev Mark Reasbeck 
Methodist 
Built 1821, tebuilt 1878; walls of Gtoby 
slate, with stone dressings; Eatly 
English style. Renovated 2003. 
Sunday Services: 10am; 6.30pm. 
Open Saturdays 10am.noon for quiet 
ptayer. 
Organ; activities for childten; Sunday 
school; youth gtoup; Alpha coutses; 
hearing loop; signing fot the deaf; 
coffee aftet services. 

Gresford: All Saints 
The Green, Gresford, Wrexham 
(01978 852236; www.allsaints 
gresford.org.uk) 
Vicar: Father Tudor Hughes 
The pinnacled sandstone tower of All 
Saints tises among yews above its 
castellated nave and aisles. Inside, the 
high, wide, ashlat-faced 15th-centuty 
nave marches sttaight down to the east 
end, lit by a big seven-light window, 
with no atch dividing off the chancel, 
which is matked by a low, open, catved 
wooden scteen. The medieval wooden 
roof is elaborately panelled, with 
carved angels. Two 18th.century 
chandeliets hang in the Gave. --- ,v....- 

 Sunday setvices: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Family 
Communion; 6pm Evensong and 
sermon. 
Music: otgan; CDs of pieces played hete 
ate on sale; belltinging (8 bells). 

Greenstedluxta-Ongar: St Andrew 
Greensted Road, Ongar, Essex 
(01992 524005; www.greensted 
church.com) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Roger 
Wilkinson 
St Andtew's may be teached by 
Underground and a walk, but it is an -
astonishing survival, as a wooden 
church ftom befote the Conquest. The 
walls ate of oak logs split in two, and 
they were there in 1013, pethaps in the 
9th century. A yew gtows next to the 
chancel. 
Sunday setvices: 9.30am. 1st Sun 
family setvice; 2nd and 4th Holy 
Communion; 3td Matins. 

Hexham: Hexham Abbey 
Rector: Rev Graham Usher 
Hexham, Northumberland 
(01434 602031; www.hexham 
abbey.org.uk) 
The statting place is the 7th centuty 
crypt (open 11am.3.30pm), beneath 

what was once the church built by St 
Wilfrid. It is constructed of Roman 
stones, on some of which insctiptions 
are still discernible. At the bottom of 
the stone steps lie thtee small 
chambets. In the chutch, the east end 
dates ftom the 12th centuty, with 
natrow Eatly English windows. The 

nave dates only ftom the fitst decade 
of the 20th centuty, though this is not 
obtrusively apparent. A sight that 
speaks of the medieval petiod is the 
gteat worn flight of night stairs, by 
which the Augustinian canons would 
reach theit noctutnal hours of 
psalmody ftom the dotmitory. At 
gtound level in the south transept is a 
fitst-centuty pictorially catved Roman 
tombstone for a cavalry standard-
bearet, and, neatby, substantial 
temains of an Anglo.Saxon stone ctoss. 
Fot a final exetcise in historical 
atmospherics, tty sitting in the time.
polished 7th-centuty stone chait, ot 
Frith Stool, in the chancel, with its tub-
like arms and back of equal height. 
There Wilfrid himself might have sat. 
Sunday setvices:8.30am Holy 
Communion; 10am Patish 
Communion, usually with choit; 
6.30pm Evensong. 
Music: choit; music gtoup. 
Open: 9.30am.5pm Oct.Aptil; 9.30am -
7pm May.Sept; Sunday school; youth 
groups; Bible study gtoups; Mother's 
Union; patish bteakfast; tea and coffee 
after setvices; Abbey shop. 

Hythe: St Leonard 
Oak Walk, Hythe, Kent 
(01303 262370 www.stleonards 
church.com) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Brian Barnes 
St Leonatd's stands on a hill above the 
town. Beneath the tall east end, a 
ptocessional way tunnelled through 
the buttresses. This was used fot Palm 
Sunday ptocessions aftet the chutch 
was extended in the mid 13th centuty. 
Today, the space houses about 2,000 
skulls, racked on shelves, and 
thousands of other bones (open May .
Sept 10.30am.noon, Mon to Sat; 2.30. 
4pm, Sun.Sat). Inside the church, the 
sanctuaty is 12 steps highet than the 
nave. The double piscine and double 
sedilia have sttange ttefoil openings 
under pointed atches. 
Sunday setvices: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.30am Sung Euchatist; 
11.15am all age praise; 6.30pm 
Evensong (BCP). 
Music: choit; bellringing (10 bells). 
Childten's clubs; Bible study groups; 
Ptayet groups; lending libtaty. 

Hnverness: Methodist Church 
aunty Street, Inverness 
( rnm.invernessmethodist.orq.u10 
Minister: Rev Peter Howson 
Methodist 
A vestibule of glass joins the bell towet 
to the church, built in 1965 by Kenneth 
Finlayson. Windows depict the Passion, 
Ctucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus, 
and. sepatately, John Wesley, who 
visited Inverness in 1764 and wtote: 
"Were it only for this day, I should not 
have tegtetted tiding an hundred 
miles." The sentence is teptoduced 
in the window. Avetage congtegation 
is 180, 

Sunday service:11am. 

Hearing loop ; disabled lavatory; Bible 
study group. 

Leighton Buzzard: All Saints 
Pulford Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds (01525 373217; 
wvnv.allsaintslb.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Grant Fellows 
All Saints is built of local itonstone with 

I an Early English steeple. The church 

the 10 Romanesque pears at the ern 
end, 'ruminating the Spanish chesty 

crocketed choir stab wreath mess 
Norman stone arches. 
Sunday service:9am. 

Leuchars: St Athernase 
Leuchars, Fife (01334 870038) 
Church of Scotland 
Minister: Rev Caroline Taylor 
St Athetnase, the parish chutch at 
Leuchars, stands on an eminence 
above the village, with what the English 
call Notman blind atcades decotating 
the outside of its chancel and eastern 
apse. This is surmounted by a 
sutptising octagonal towet built in 
1700, with a cupola'd lantetn 
supporting a high weather . cock. 
Ttemendous. 
Sunday setvice: 11am. 
Sunday school. 

Lew Trenchard: St Peter 
Lew Trenchard, Devon (01566 
784008) 
Vicar: Rev Andrew Pagett 
St Petet's is a medieval chutch 
ttansfotmed by the exttaotdinary 
Sabine Bating-Gould, tectot hete from 
1881 to his death in 1924. As squatson 
in his ancesttal valley, he similatly 
adapted the nearby manot house. In 
the chutch, Bating . Gould re . etected a 
scteen and rood.loft using medieval 
temnants that his gtandfather had 
taken down in 1833. Many othet 
fittings came from the Continent. 
Sunday setvices: 2nd & 3rd Sunday 
11.15am (Common Worship), 4th 
Sunday 8am (BCP). 

Uncoln: St John the Baptist 
Ermine, Lincs (01522 525621) 
Vicar: Rev Father Stephen Hoy 
The toof of St John's is cast in conctete 
in a shape called a hypetbolic patabola. 
It is clad in aluminium and is vety 
sttiking, with something of the look of a 
sttange beetle's catapace. The church 
was built in 1963 to the design of Sam 
Scoret, and the intetior is light, with 
latge sheets of coloured glass window. 
The pulpit, altat and central font are 
also of conctete. 

Sunday services: 10am Euchatist; 1st 

Sunday 6pm songs of praise ot ptayer 
for healing. 

Open 10-11am weekdays; otherwise, 
key at Ermine House opposite; heating 
loop; large- print service sheets; 
lavatories for disabled. 

Lianstephan: St Ystyffan 
Llanstephan, Carmarthen (01267 
241807) 

Vicar: Rev Sian Jones 

Church in Wales 
This chutch, named after an ancient 

was consectated in 1288. Inside, 
curious gtaffiti ate discernible at the 
ctossing, one an elabotate medieval 
mason's drawing of a ttaceried window, 
anothet of a coiffed woman taising a 
spoon to clout a man. Reredos by 
Bod ley testoted after fite in 1985. 
Sundayservices: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.15am Patish Euchatist; 
11.15am young families; 6pm 
Evensong. 
Music: Choit; bell tinging. 
Mothers' Union; youth club. 

London: Holy Trinity, Sloane 
Sloane Street, London SWI 
(020 7730 7270; www.holyl 

sloanestreet.org) 

Rector: Rt Rev Michael Marsh 
Holy Trinity, Sloane Stteet, is a 
triumph of late Victorian Atts an 
Crafts style, conceived in 1887 b 
atchitect John Dando Sedding, f 
ftom his astonishing Italianate 
achievement at the Holy Redeen 
Clerkenwell. At Holy Ttinity, the s 
was on Eucharistic wotship. " Mi 
beaten copper intetset with gem 
wrote Betjeman in his poem on tl 
church, Behold! Behold! Yout 1 
The tich fittings, by leading artisl 
the 1890s, looked different aftet 
intetior was whitewashed in 193 
under the influence of the High C 
theotist Petcy Dearmer. But it 
emphasised the spaciousness of 
nave, 60ft high, sttetching betw€ 
huge east and west windows. Th 
window has 48 panels by Mottis 
Co, with figures by Burne.Jones. 
think this chutch was almost 
demolished for "tedevelopment' 
Sunday setvices: 8.45am Said 
Eucharist; 11 Sung Euchatist (wil 
Childten's Church). 
Music: Choit of Holy Ttinity ditec 
Andrew O'Brien; ConOotdia dire 
by Mike Abrams - English and 
Eutopean music from 500 years 
litutgical composition. 
Ttinity Institute fot Chtistianity a 
Culture: to raise awateness of 
Christians to othet faiths express 
thtough diffetent cultures; Arts ( 
Guild fot those working in arts to 
explore spirituality of theit work; 
Selected sermons, atticles and 
newslettet available on website 

London: The Queen's Chapel 
Marlborough Road, London SI 
Toutists do not see the delightful 
intetior of this chapel designed b 
Jones (1623), for it is open only t 
services. It is all in variations of w 
and gold, or a pastel shade for th 
panelled reredos framing a 17th.
century Italian painting of the Ho 
Family ftom the Royal Collection. 
single space is fit at the east end I 
big Venetian window, the eatliest 
say, in England, and none the wo 
that, incotporating Cotinthian pil 
with gift capitals. Above the wind 
flamboyant coat of atms (Stuart 
Pottugal, for Catherine of Bragal 

Continued on 



St Just-in- 
Roseland 
St sklawes 
Waterloo Close, St Mawes, Truro 
(01326 270248; www.stjust 
inroseland.org.uk) 
Priest in charge: Rev PG Wignall 

On the path down from the lychgate, 
visitors pass stones inscribed with 
verses from the Bible. One is from 
Genesis (3:8): "They heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day." 

St Just sits in its own Cornish Eden, 
surrounded by greenery. A pale, grey 
stone church tower rises above the 

trees. The 15th-century walls are 
whitewashed, with a nave and one aisle, 
built on 13th-century foundations. 
Modern bosses adorn the beamed roof. 

St Just is popular with tourists, but 
this doesn't impede an active parish 
life. A community service was in full 
flow when I visited, with a procession 
of Guides, Brownies, the WI, bingo 
club and primary school. 

The sermon was conducted by the 
guitar-playing clergyman, and 
included interviews with the 
headmistress and coastguard. The 
strong Cornish service concluded with 
the offer of a "tiddy oggie" - a pastie. 

■ Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 11am Parish 
Communion; 6pm, 2nd Sun, Evensong. 

EB 

separate buildings. An ecumenical 
committee drew up a new, all- 
inclusive parish. 

Rectangles of blue and red glass 
are superimposed on the windows 
around a huge dome. Two towering 
marble pillars flank the granite altar 
table which can be moved, like a 
hovercraft, by compressed air. In the 
baptistry a cascade of water runs over 
a granite wall. 

The minister at the Remembrance 
Sunday service I attended was David 
Tatem, who comes from a URC 
background. He alternates with 
Catholic and Anglican 'priests in 
leading Sunday worship over three 
services (9am, 10.30am and 6pm). 
The liturgy varies with the ministers, 
congregations and services. 

EB 

Christ the 
Cornerstone 
Milton Keynes 
300 Saxon Gate West, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks (01908 237777; 
www.cornerstonemk.org.uk) 
Ecumenical 

The name Milton Keynes does not 
conjure up images of architectural 
beauty, but Christ the Cornerstone 
stands as a testament to a bold vision. 
In the 1970s, the leaders of the main 
Christian denominations in the 
villages surrounding the growing 
town wanted to develop its spiritual 
life without spending huge sums on 

St Patrick 
Soho Square 
21a Soho Square, London WI 
(0207 432010; www.stpatricks.uk.com) 
Parish Priest: Fr Alexander Sherbrooke 
Roman Catholic 

The tall, brick campanile of St 
Patrick's contributes to the skyline of 
Soho Square. Finished in 1893, the 
church is in the Italian Renaissance 
style, with no pillared aisles but a 
series of side altars with reredoses. 

Fr Sherbrooke is charismatic (in the 
personal, not the religious sense) and 
is devotedly engaged in the parish and 
the community. St Patrick's offers a 
great deal of pastoral care. There is an 

SOS Prayer line (0207 434 9211) every 
evening where volunteers pray with 
the supplicant. 

Open House, 7-8.30pm every 
Tuesday, is a service for the homeless, 
with supper and prayer. The 
Fertilitycare Centre is for those 
dealing with issues of sexuality and 
fertility. Soho Soulfood, every 
Thursday at 7pm, is a project for the 
evangelisation and care of youth. In 
the Catholic tradition, emphasis is 
given to devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

■ Mass: Mon-Fri 12.45pm; Saturday, 
6pm; Sunday, 8am; 11am; 5pm; also 
services in Cantonese, Portuguese and 
Spanish; weekly newsletter and Gospel 
commentary. 

Anna Arco 

Epsom Methodist 
Church 
Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey 
(01372 728535; www.emc.org.uk) 
Minister: Rev David Winwood 
Methodist 

Perhaps it was the broad and airy 
feel of the building, with its beamed 
ceiling and cheery yellow front wall, 
or perhaps the thought of John 
Wesley's open-air preaching, but 
Epsom Methodist Church felt to me 
distinctly like a barn. Indeed, in the 
late 19th century, the congregation 
did worship in a barn. No matter how 
urban Methodist congregations 
become, there is no getting away 

from Wesley's field preaching. 
Epsom has one of the largest 

Methodist memberships in the 
country, about 450. The star turn is 
the new team leader, the Rev David 
Winwood, who thumped a large 
drum kit during every hymn. The 
theme of the service was the difficult 
one that all churches face at least 
once every year - financial giving. 
The hymns were not the most subtle 
(Freely, Freely you have Received; 
Freely, Freely Give) but were 
leavened with honesty and humour. 

■ Sunday services: 9am morning 
worship; 10.30 junior church (with 
creche); 7pm Cafe-style worship. Holy 
Communion monthly. 

 

EB 

 

   

Manchester (0161 226 9012) 
Senior Pastor: Bishop Allan 
Simpson 
Christian fellowship 

The Chutch of God of Prophecy is a 

Christian fellowship in the Pentecostal 

and Evangelical ttaditions. In Btitain it 

began in Bedfotd in 1953 and is now 

one of the latgest black.majotity 

congregations in Britain. Thete is an 

international fellowship in mote than 

100 countties, with headquatters in 

Tennessee. The chutch ptactises 

"fervent spitit-led cotporate worship". 

Sunday service: 10am; congtegational 
singing and music.making. 

Manchester: The Holy Name 
Chornon-on-Medlock, Manchester 
(0161 273 2435; www.holy 
nerne.co.uk) 
Parish priest: Rev Father Raymond 
Matus 
Roman Catholic 
A wide, airy church in 14th.century 

French Gothic style, built by Joseph 

Aloysius Hansom in 1869.71. It is big: 

186ft east to west and 112ft north to 

south, with the interior vault 100ft 

above the floor. Eight chapels in high 

Victotian style line the south side and 

east end, and a tow of eight 

Confessionals with tracery and glazing 

above line the north side. The high altat 

reredos is all statued niches and 

ctocketed canopies; the pulpit panelled 

with gold and colouted mosiacs, 

ovettopped by a suspended, heavy, 

enctusted Gothic sounding boatd. 

"Hansom nevet again did so 

marvellous a chutch," wrote Nikolaus 

Pevsnet. The church was built for the 

Jesuits, who, with the streets of little 

houses around, have gone; but the 

university chaplaincy is nearby. 

Sunday masses: 7.30am; 11am 

(Solemn Sung); 4pm (Ttidentine); 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Mon-Fri noon.1pm; Sat 7pm.8pm. 

Music: choir sings tepettoite of Masses 

and motets ftom the 16th century to 

ptesent. 

Manchester: St Mary 
Mulberry Street, Manchester 
(0161 834 3547; www.thehidden 

9all.Papalnet.co.uk) 
Parish priest: Rev Father Denis 
Clinch 
Roman Catholic 
A redbrick chutch built in 1848 to 

replace the church of 1794. Its Rhenish 

Mildenhall: St Mary 
Church Walk, Mildenhall, Bury-St-
Edmunds, Suffolk (01638 717331) 
Team Vicar: Rev Antony Spencer 
Go tound to the east end befote you 

entet the chutch and look at the large, 

unusual and ttiumphant window from 

the late 13th century, with its inventive 

tracery. At the west end, the tower 

rises to 120ft. The church is 170ft long 

and, inside, the hammetbeam toof of 

the nave is decotated with angels, and 

in the north aisle with St George and 

the Dragon, Abtaham and Isaac, the 

Baptism of Chtist and the 

Annunciation. 

Sunday setvices:8am Holy 

Communion; 1st Sunday 11am 
family service; 2nd and 4th Sunday 
11am Holy Communion (Common 
WorsNpt 3rxiSunday'11aim 
setvice, with separate classes fot 
childten. 

Coffee aftet 11am setvices; heating 
loop; tamp. 

Norwich: St Peter Mancroft 
Hay Hill, Norwich (01603 
627816) 
Vicar: Rev Peter Nokes 
St Petet Mancroft sttetches fot 180ft 

beside the outdoor matket in Notwich, 

with a substantial towet tising to 146ft, 

including its spitelet. The chutch inside 

is light, with high atches and ancient 

pictotial glass in the east window. The 

roof is hammerbeamed. 

Sunday services:8am Holy 

Communion (BCP; 10am Holy • 

Communion (Common Worship; 1st & 

3td Sundays for youth); 1st and 3td 

Sunday 11.15am Matins (BCP); 6.30pm 

Evensong (BCP). 

Open: Mon.Sat 10am.4pm; reputation 

for good music; belltinging (12 bells); 

youth gtoup; patent and toddlet gtoup; 

advice ptoject fot young people; 

coffee shop. 

Ovingham: St Mary the Virgin 
Burnside Close, Ovingham, 
Northumberland (01661 832273) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Canon 
Michael Nelson 
In this village between Hadrian's Wall 
and the Tyne, St Mary's late Saxon 
towet stands tall and squate. The 
rest of the church is a pleasing 
development from the 13th centuty, 

with ttiple high lancet windows at the 
east end. 
Sunday setvice: 9.30am Parish 

and testoted in the 19th century, with 
timber toofs. The Blackbitd Inn 
opposite incorpotates a 13th-centuty 
fortified house. 
Sunday Services: 8am Communion; 
10am Sung Eucharist with addtess; 
1st and 3td Sundays 6.30pm Evening 
Wotship (BCP); 4th Sunday 6.30pm 
service including Taize music. 
Music: mixed choit; St Maty's Singers 
fot chotal wotks; Chutch band at family 
setvice; belltinging (6 bells). 
Coffee aftet 10am service; Cteche 
on 2nd Sunday; Juniot Chutch; 
toddler and patent gtoup; cof fee club 
with community speakets; hearing 
loop. 

Prittiewen: St Mary the Virgin 
East Street, Prittlewell, Southend- 

-Sea, Essex (01702 4662711 
invw.sunprittiewellisnet.co.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Roger Mason 
St Mary's has a doorway dating ftom 

the 7th century, incorpotating Roman 

bticks. The handsome west towet was 

' finished in the 16th centuty. 

Sunday setvices: 8am Holy 

, Communion; 9.30am Family Eucharist; 

6.30pm Evensong. 

Music: bellringing (10 bells); choir 

(including junior choit) of about 40 

membets. 

Floodlit at night; Mothets' Union; 

women's fellowship; pastoral care 

gtoup; spiritual growth group; ptayets 

on website. 

Preston: St Walburge 
Weston Street, Preston, Lancs 

(01772 726370) 

Parish priest: Father John Gibson 

Roman Catholic 
A thin, shatp, exttaordinarily tall 

(309ft) spite stands at the side of 
this chutch by Joseph Aloysius 
Hansom (1854). The intetiot is 

astonishing too, a single aisleless 
space, 66ft wide, covered by a gteat, 
steep hammerbeam roof, like 
something from a medieval city 

guildhall. 
Sunday masses: 10am, noon. 

Open: Mon.Sat 11am. lpm; 2.5pm. 

Romsey: Rothway Abbey 
Romsey, Hants (01794 513125; 
www.rornseyabbey.org.uk) 

Vicar: Rev canon Neil 

Crawford-Jones 
Romsey Abbey was founded before the 
Conquest, but the church dates mostly 

n.niiildina between 1120 and 

of the 14th centuty. It is the 

combination of pillats and vault that is 

so sttiking. To the east, 14th.centuty 

vaulting, windows and a series of 

chapels radiating from an ambulatory 

ttansform the undetlying Norman 

wotk. 
Sunday services: 7.30am morning 

prayer; 8am Holy Communion; 9.15am 

Parish Euchatist (juniot church 

sepatately); 11am Sung Euchatist; 6pm 

Chotal Evensong. 

Music: volunteer abbey choit; men and 

boys' choir sings at 11am Euchatist. 

Men and women sing at Evensong. The 

Abbey School Choit sings Evensong 

duting the week in tetmtime; 

bellringing (12 bells). 
Refectory cafe and lunches; gift shop; 
parish groups. 

Ware: St Mary the Virgin 
High Street, Ware, Herts (01920 
462539) 
St Maty's has flint walls, battlements, 

and a five.stage towet with a spiky 

spirelet. The chutch is mainly of the 

14th and 15th centuries, with 

19th . century restorations. 

Sunday setvices: 8am Holy 

Communion; 9.30am Patish Eucharist; 

6.30pm Sung Evensong. 

St Mary's has a reputation for fine 

music. 

Warwick: St Mary 
Old Square, Warwick (019926 
403940; www.stmarys 
wanvick.org.uk) 
Rector: Rev Vaughan Roberts 
St Maty's is latge, beautiful and 
surptising. The east end is medieval, as 
is the large ctypt, but a fire that swept 
the town in 1694 desttoyed the nave, 
ttansepts and tower and these were 
built again, with E 1 1,000 from the 
townspeople and E1,000 ftom Queen 
Anne. The towet is 174 ft. The 
spaciousness of the church is 

teinfotced by the aisles being built as 
high as the nave. A Gothic style was 
followed, though the capitals of pillars 

show the classical acanthus. 
Sunday services:8am Communion 
(most Sundays); 10.30am Sung 
Eucharist (Common Worship); 6.30pm 
Choral Evensong (BCP). 
Open: Nov.Match 10am.4.30pm Apt.

Oct 10am.6pm. 
Music: choit of 25 boys and 16 men 
which broadcasts tegulatly on BBC 
tadio; girls' choir, ages 11 . 18; 
Colleoium, parish choir of 75 members. 

and a batoque gilded baldacchin 

the altat. The use of colout is del 

modulated, with the lovely tall 

octagonal piers (each face conci 

coloured a rich btown against th 

white of the vaulting (picked out 

east end in blue). The detailing is 

delight, from the black itonwork 

each side of the chancel to the 

polychtome font covet (made M 

Comper's son Sebastian in 196E 

function of the church is its Euct 

litutgy. 
Sunday Mass: 10.30am; 1st Sun 

Evening prayet and benediction 

Music: fout otganists and an org 

scholat; volunteet cantots. 

Open: if locked, church key may 

requested from vicatage. 

Wknboriiec Wimborne Minster 
King Street, Wimborne, Dorsi 

(01202 882340 www.wimbc 

minster.org.uk) 

Rector: Rev John Holbrook 
The Abbey of St Cuthbetga was 

refounded by Edwatd the Confe 

aftet the Danes had desttoyed a 

nunnety that had been here sin 

The intetior, 185ft long, is 

chatactetised by tound Notmar 

atches, and the big centtal tows 

Notman, too. Anothet towet, at 

west end, was added in the 15ft 

century. There is a medieval libr 

(open to visitots Sat 10am . 12.3 

in winter). 
Sunday: 8am Holy Communion 

9.45am Family Eucharist; 11.15 

Matins (not 1st Sunday); 11.30a 

Family Service (1st Sun); noon1 

Communion (2nd and 4th only) 

6.30pm Evensong and setmon. 

Music: Wimborne Minstet Boy 

Choristets sing at Sunday setvi , 

 concetts; Wimbotne Chotal So( 

has 120 membets, concerts tht 

times a yeat; Wimbotne Minstei 

Chambet Otchestra; Wessex Sii 

Wimborne Minster Gitl Chotists 

Belltinging (10 bells). 

Open: Mon . Sat 9.30am-5.30pn 

young people's gtoups; shop wi 

books and gifts. 

Whitby: St Mary the Virgin 
East Cliff, Whitby Yorks (011 
602590) 
Rector: Rev David Smith 
St Maty's stands high above the 
delightful coastal town of Whitt 
can be teached through beautil 
scenery by ttain ftom Middlesh 
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The ceiling is a wonderful barrel vault 

of coffered white and gilt wood from 

which two 18th .century btass 
chandeliers hang. 

Sunday:8.30am Holy Communion; 

11.15am Sung Euchatist. 

London: St Bartholomew the Great 
West Smithfield, London EC1 
(020 7606 5171; www.great 
barts.com) 
Rector: Rev Martin Dudley 
Outside St Battholomew the Gteat, 

teftigetated lotries full of meat park 

waiting to delivet at the matket. Inside, 

all is pleasant and quiet, the dim light 

shadowed by the massive pillars and 
masonry. High on one side is a 
charming oriel window inserted by 

Prior Bolton in about 1515; it bears his 

rebus, a crossbow bolt stuck in a tun of 

wine. This solid pile from the 1120s is 

the chancel and choit, all that remains 

of the prioty founded by Rahere to 

which a hospital, St Battholomew's, 

was attached. The visitot walks ftom 

the gateway at the west of the ptesent 

chutchyard in the open ait down the 

length of the nave (demolished 1543). 

Sunday setvices:9am Sung Eucharist; 

10am Family Euchatist (monthly); 

11am Solemn Eucharist; 6.30pm 

Evensong and setmon. 

Open: Tue.Fri 8.30am . 5pm (until 4pm, 

mid.Nov to mid-Feb); Sat 10.30am -
1.30pm; Sun 8.30am-lpm, 2.30 .8pm; 

closed Mon. 

Music: professional choir; bellringing. 

Children's club; bookstall; newsletter 

10 times a year. 

London: St Etheldreda 
Ely Place, London EC1 
(0207 4051061) 
Rector: Father Christopher 
Cunningham HC 
Roman Catholic 
Built in about 1300 as a latge chapel 

fot the Bishop of Ely's London house, 

this watm, aisleless space sttetches 

between big ttacetied windows at front 

and back. The east window has jewel .
colouted glass depicting saints and 

Christ in Glory, the more subdued west 

window has the martyts of the nearby 

London Chattethouse. Beneath the 

main church is a low pillated ctypt. The 

church is very popular for weddings. 

Being just outside the City, it is busy 

with off ice workets during the week. In 

• St Maty Woolnoth stands at the angle 
i 	 • 

of Lombatd Street and King William 

Stteet in the bustling City of London. 

' For thtee yeats up to 1900, the ctypt 

was used as a booking hall fot the 

Undetgtound. There had been a 

medieval chutch hete and when, ftom 

1716 to 1727, Nicholas Hawksmoot 

built a new church, he gave it a 

monumentalism that ovetcomes its 

ctamped site. On the north side, three 

big round.headed windows are heavily 

tusticated; the tower at the west is like 

• two towers bound into one. Inside is a 

centtal square space delineated by 

fout corner groups of Cotinthian 
columns. The setpentine-pillated 

\ baldacchino was made by John 
Meard, one of Havvksmoor's 
carpentets. 

' I Services:Toe 1.10pinEutharist 

'  (Common Wotship); Fri 8am Euchatist. 

Open: Mon-Fti 8am-5pm; belltinging (3 

17th-century bells). 

London: St Stephen Walbrook 
Walbrook, London EC4 (020 
7283 4444) 
The Venerable Peter Delaney 
St Stephen Walbtook (1672-80) was 

eatly admited as an outstanding 

church by Sir Chtistophet Wren, built, 

of coutse, after its ptedecessor burnt 

down in the Gteat Fite of London. The 

wide intetiot, of a unifotm height, is 

dominated by a large dome, not quite 

centtal (there being one extra bay to 

the west). Wten's intended impression 

was sttongly readjusted by the 

conttoversial installation beneath the 

dome of a latge, tound monolithic altar 

by Sir Henty Moore in 1972. 

Services: Thu 12.45pm Sung Euchatist 

(Polyphonic Mass). 

Open to public: Mon-Thu 10am.4pm, 

Fri 10am.3pm. Otgan Recital: Ftiday 

12.30pm (Hill Otgan). 

Louth: St James 
Westgate, Louth, Lincs (01507 
603213; www.stjameschurch 
louth.com) 
Rector: Rev Canon Stephen 
Holdaway 
Different glimpses of the spire of St 

James's can be caught from the 

pleasant streets of the compact town 

of Louth, where the Lincolnshite Wolds 

meet marshy flat land. The 182ft -long 
chutch was built in 10 years in the 

middle of the 15th century, and a tower 

then added at the west end. In the first 

Saturday nearest het feast day, 

April 29. 
Sunday Setvices:Barn Matins (said); 

11am Sung Eucharist (Common 

Worship); 6pm Evening Wotship (2nd 

Sunday with Taize music). 

Julian Group (for prayet); Mothers' 

Union; summet music festival. 

Scarborough: St Martin-on-the-Hill 
Albion Road, Scarborough, N Yorks 
(01723 360437) 
Vicar: Rev Anthony Mills 
St Mattin's impresses with the gteat 

height of its intetior and with the Pte-

Raphaelite detail of its decoration. Built 

by GF Bodley in 1861, it includes a 

retedos on the wall behind the altar 

designed by Bodley with The 
Adoration of the Magi by Bume-Jones 

.44,mainsta leaf pattern by William Morris,' 
and a pretty pulpit with panels 
designed by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, 

Morris and Fotd Madox Brown. 

Sunday services: 1st, 3rd & 5th 

Sundays 8am Holy Communion (BCP); 

10.30amSung Euchatist (with juniot 

church); 6.30pm evening ptayer. 

Music: choir. 

Mothers' Union; monthly magazine. 

Stoner: Chapel of the Holy Trinity 
Stoner Park, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon (01491 638587; 
www.stonor.com) 
Roman Catholic 
The chapel belongs to the ancient brick 
house at Stonor, built against the 
hillside in a wooded deet park. The 
chapel, dating from the 13th centuty is 
of flint, with a 15th.century brick tower, 
and it stands to the right of the house. 
In the last yeats of the 18th century, 
the interior was remodelled in the 
Gothick style by James Thorpe. 
Sunday Mass: 10.30am. 
Open to visitots: 2.30 . 4pm Sundays 
and bank holidays ftom Aptil to 
September (Wednesdays July-Sept). 

Sutton Coldfield: Emmanuel Church 
Wylde Green, Sutton Goldfield 
(0121 373 8348) 
Vicar: Rev Father Ronald Crane 
Emmanuel Chutch is a brick chutch 
built by WH Bidlake and completed 
during the First Wotld War. The large 
nave has tound atches on each side, 
supported by triangular piers, with high 
windows above. The apse at the east 
end is all windows. 
Sunday: services 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 

10am. 



Patrick's contributes to the skyline of 
Soho Square. Finished in 1893, the 
church is in the Italian Renaissance 
style, with no pillared aisles but a 
series of side altars with reredoses. 

Fr Sherbrooke is charismatic (in the 
personal, not the religious sense) and 
is devotedly engaged in the parish and 
the community. St Patrick's offers a 
great deal of pastoral care. There is an 

given to devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

■ Mass: Mon-Fri 12.45pm; Saturday, 
6pm; Sunday, 8am; I lam; 5pm; also 
services in Cantonese, Portuguese and 
Spanish; weekly newsletter and Gospel 

commentary. 

Anna Arco 

r H Mal IHI VHH01 gr. RC. ru VT19111011 

On the path down from the lychgate, 
visitors pass stones inscribed with 
verses from the Bible. One is from 
Genesis (3:8): "They heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day." 

St Just sits in its own Cornish Eden, 
surrounded by greenery. A pale, grey 
stone church tower rises above the 

guitar-playing clergyman, and 
included interviews with the 
headmistress and coastguard. The 
strong Cornish service concluded with 
the offer of a "tiddy oggie" - a pastie. 

■ Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 11am Parish 
Communion; 6pm, 2nd Sun, Evensong. 

EB 

of the 14th century. It is the 
combination of pillats and vault that is 
so sttiking. To the east, 14th.centuty 
vaulting, windows and a seties of 
chapels radiating ftom an ambulatoty 
transfotm the undetlying Norman 
wotk. 
Sunday setvices: 7.30am motning 
ptayet; Sam Holy Communion; 9.15am 
Patish Euchatist (juniot church 
separately); llam Sung Euchatist; 6pm 
Chotal Evensong. 
Music: volunteet abbey choit; men and 
boys' choir sings at 11am Eucharist. 
Men and women sing at Evensong. The 
Abbey School Choir sings Evensong 
during the week in termtime; 
bellringing (12 bells). 
Refectory cafe and lunches; gift shop; 
patish groups. 

and a baroque gilded baldacchin 
the altat. The use of colout is ties 
modulated, with the lovely tall 
octagonal piers (each face conca 
colouted a tich brown against thi 
white of the vaulting (picked out , 

 east end in blue). The detailing is 
delight, from the black ironwork 
each side of the chancel to the 
polychtome font covet (made by 
Comper's son Sebastian in 1968 
function of the church is its Euch. 
liturgy. 
Sunday Mass: 10.30am; 1st Sure 
Evening prayet and benediction. 
Music: four otganists and an otg y 

 scholar; volunteer cantots. 
Open: if locked, church key may t 
requested from vicarage 

King Street, Wimborne, Dorse 
(01202 882340 www.wimbo 
minster.org.uk) 
Rector: Rev John Holbrook 
The Abbey of St Cuthberga was 

tefounded by Edward the Confes 
after the Danes had desttoyed a 
nunnery that had been here since 
The intetiot, 185ft long, is 
chatactetised by tound Notman 
arches, and the big centtal towet 
Norman, too. Another towet, at tt 
west end, was added in the 15th 
century. Thete is a medieval libra 
(open to visitors Sat 10am-12.30 
in wintet). 
Sunday: Bar Holy Communion; 
9.45am Family Euchatist; 11.15ar 
Matins (not 1st Sunday); 11.30an 
Family Service (1st Sun); noon He 
Communion (2nd and 4th only); 
6.30pm Evensong and sermon. 
Music: Wimbotne Minstet Boy 
Chotistets sing at Sunday service 
concetts; Wimborne Chotal Sock 
has 120 membets, concetts thtei 
times a yeat; Wimborne Minstet 
Chambet Orchestta; Wessex Sinc 
Wimborne Minstet Gitl Chotister! 
Belltinging (10 bells). 
Open: Mon . Sat 9.30am. 5.30pm; 
young people's gtoups; shop wilt 
books and gifts. 

Whitby: St Mary the Virgin 
East Cliff, Whitby Yorks (019 , 

 602590) 
Rector: Rev David Smith 
St Mary's stands high above the 
delightful coastal town of Whitby, 
can be teached thtough beautifu 
scenery by ttain ftom Middlesbro 
Thete ate 199 steps from the tow 
the chutch, and if you have any bi 
left, it will be taken by St Mary's 
exttaordinary intetiot. It remains, 
fundamentally, a large Notman cl 
but you hatdly see that for the jut 
of Georgian galleries in white 
woodwork. On batley.sugat colut 

undet the chancel atch stands thi 
17th.centuty Cholrnley Pew, next 
the ttiple.decket pulpit. Below, th 
floor is divided by a maze of box 
The whole could seat 2,000. It is 
vety cheeting. 
Sunday setvices: 11.15am Matins 
Communion (BCP). 

Wye: St Gregory and St Marti: 
Wye, Kent (01233 812450; 
www.wye.orgichurches) 
Vicar: Rev John Richardson 
St Gregoty and St Martin's has a 
medieval nave, but the tower fell 
in 1686, destroying the large cha 
Twenty yeats latet, a small chance 
a latge bell towet were put up. Ne 
the chutch is the 15th .century 
quadtangle of a college founded I 
John Kempe, who became Atchb 
of Cantetbuty. 

, Sunday: Barn Holy Communion; 1 
main setvice; 6.30pm evening se 
Music: choit of 25.30 singets; 
bellringing (8 bells) 
Cteche; children's activities, holid 
club and Bible study; chutch pray 
meetings; healing ptayet gtoup; 
mission gtoup; Wye Good Neighb 
embtoidety gtoup; flowet artang 
monthly magazine. 

■ Research by Anna Arco. Pictur< 
Martin Pope; Christopher Jones; I 
Hollins/NNP 

Ware: St Mary the Virgin 
High Street, Ware, Herts (01920 
462539) 
St Maty's has flint walls, battlements, 
and a five-stage towet with a spiky 
spirelet. The chutch is mainly of the 
14th and 15th centuties, with 
19th.centuty testotations. 
Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.30am Patish Euchatist; 
6.30pm Sung Evensong. 
St Maty's has a reputation for fine 
music. 

Warwick: St Mary 
Old Square, Warwick (019926 
403940; www.stmarys 
warwick.org.uk) 
Rector: Rev Vaughan Roberts 
St Maty's is latge, beautiful and 
surprising. The east end is medieval, as 
is the large ctypt, but a fire that swept 
the town in 1694 desttoyed the nave, 
transepts and towet and these wete 
built again, with E11,000 from the 
townspeople and £1,000 ftom Queen 
Anne. The towet is 174 ft. The 
spaciousness of the chutch is 
reinfotced by the aisles being built as 
high as the nave. A Gothic style was 
followed, though the capitals of pillats 
show the classical acanthus. 
Sunday setvices:8am Communion 
(most Sundays); 10.30am Sung 
Eucharist (Common Worship); 6.30pm 
Choral Evensong (BCP). 
Open: Nov.Match 10am.4.30pm; Apr -

Oct 10am.6pm. 
Music: choit of 25 boys and 16 men 
which broadcasts tegularly on BBC 
radio; girls' choir, ages 11.18; 
Collegium, patish choit of 75 membets. 

Watford: Holy Rood 
Exchange Road, Watford (01923 
224085; www.holyroodrc.com) 
Parish priest: Rev Father Paul 
McAleenan 
Roman Catholic 
Holy Rood was built in the 1880s by 
John Ftancis Bentley, the atchitect of 
Westminstet Cathedral, but in a 
completely different style, being here a 
refined Gothic fitted ingeniously into a 
square site. The outside walls ate of 
flint with stone bands in the 
Hettfotdshire idiom. Atts and Ctafts 
fittings, with att nouveau electric lights 
from 1899. 
Sunday Masses: Batn; 9.30am Sung 
Mass; 11am Family Mass with music 
group; 6.30pm; childten's liturgy 
during I1 am Mass. 
Catholic Women's League; women's 
gtoup; parent and toddlet group; RCIA 
- a course fot those who wish to leatn 
more about the faith; Thitd Wotld 
gtoup; Society of St Vincent de Paul; 
Youth SVP; hearing loop, tamp. 

Wellingborough: St Mary the Virgin 
Knox Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants (01933 225626 
http://members.aol.com/ 
stmarywboro) 
Vicar: Rev Father Robert 
Farmer SSC 
Designed by John Ninian Comper in 
1904, it was his his favoutite church 
and seen by John Betjeman and others 
as one of the leading chutches of the 
20th century. Comper tefused to make 
the chutch an exetcise in medieval 
pastiche, instead tecapitulating the 
changing conventions of the centuties, 
supplying a fan vaulting to the nave 

Romsey: Romsey Abbey 
Romsey, Hants (01794 513125; 
vnvw.romseyabbey.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Neil 
Crawford-Jones 
Romsey Abbey was founded before the 
Conquest, but the chutch dates mostly 
ftom a tebuilding between 1120 and 
1230. The Abbey Chutch of St Maty 
and St Ethelfleda is now 256ft long. 
The round atches of the nave rise 
between solid Norman piets. Outside, 
on the west wall of the south ttansept, 
is the marvellous Romsey Rood, a 
crucifix carved into the wall, latger than 

I  life size, with the hand of God coming 
ftom a cloud above. It dates from the 

llth century. 
Sunday services; 7.30am Mattins 
(1662 Rite); Barn Holy Communion (no 
music, Common Worship) 10am Sung 
Euchatist (Common Wotship, choral 
and congtegational music); 6.30pm 
Evensong (choral monthly); 3rd 
Sunday 10am infotmal wotship; 11am 

Holy Communion (1662). 
Music: choit of 20 boys and 12 men has 
high teputation; girls' choit of 22; 

belltinging (8 bells). 
Special atea for young childten at 
10am setvice; children's activities; 
coffee after 10am service; patent and 
toddler gtoup; Mothets' Union; sewing 

and knitting group; Saintly Sweepers 
(chutch cleaning); Romsey Good 
Neighbouts (helps with ttansport to 
medical appointments); monthly 
magazine; bookstall and gifts; hearing 

loop; latge.ptint books. 

St Endellion: St Endelienta 
St Endellion, Port Hsaac, Bodmin, 
Cornwall (01208 880442; 

www.stendeaion.ora.uk) 
Rector: Rev Prebendary Michael 

Bartlett 
St Endelienta is of local gtanite, with a 
nave and aisles and towet. The old 
wagon toof has angels, said to have 
been catved by villagers between the 
world wats, when it was repaired. 
St Endelienta is honouted on the 

Perhaps it was the broad and airy 
feel of the building, with its beamed 
ceiling and cheery yellow front wall, 
or perhaps the thought of John 
Wesley's open-air preaching, but 
Epsom Methodist Church felt to me 
distinctly like a barn. Indeed, in the 
late 19th century, the congregation 
did worship in a barn. No matter how 
urban Methodist congregations 
become, there is no getting away 

The hymns were 1101111e most MIILJUG 

(Freely, Freely you have Received; 
Freely, Freely Give) but were 
leavened with honesty and humour. 

■ Sunday services: 9am morning 
worship; 10.30 junior church (with 
creche); 7pm Cafe-style worship. Holy 
Communion monthly. 

EB 

A-Z guide 
St Maty Woolnoth stands at the angle 
of Lombard Stteet and King William 
Street in the bustling City of London. 
Fot three yeats up to 1900, the ctypt 
was used as a booking hall fot the 
Undetground. Thete had been a 
medieval chutch hete and when, ftom 
1716 to 1727, Nicholas Hawksmoot 
built a new chutch, he gave it a 
monumental ism that ovetcomes its 
cramped site. On the north side, thtee 
big tound.headed windows ate heavily 
rusticated; the tower at the west is like 
two towets bound into one. Inside is a 
centtal square space delineated by 
fout cotner gtoups of Corinthian 
columns. The setpentine-pillated 
baldacchino was made by John 
Meard, one of Hawksmoor's 
carpentets. 
Services: Tue 1.10pm Eucharist 
(Common Worship); Fti Batn Eucharist. 
Open: Mon.Fri 8am.5pm; belltinging (3 
17th . centuty bells). 

London: St Stephen Walbrook 
Walbrook, London EC4 (020 
7283 4444) 
The Venerable Peter Delaney 
St Stephen Walbtook 11672 -80) was 
early admired as an outstanding 
church by Sir Chtistophet Wten, built, 
of coutse, aftet its ptedecessot butnt 
down in the Gteat Fite of London. The 
wide intetior, of a unifotm height, is 
dominated by a latge dome, not quite 
centtal (thete being one extta bay to 
the west). Wren's intended imptession 
was sttongly teadjusted by the 
conttovetsial installation beneath the 
dome of a latge, tound monolithic altat 
by Sit Henty Moote in 1972. 
Setvices: Thu 12.45pm Sung Eucharist 
(Polyphonic Mass). 
Open to public: Mon.Thu 10am.4pm, 
Fri 10am.3pm. Otgan Recital: Ftiday 
12.30pm (Hill Otgan). 

Louth: St James 
Westgate, Louth, Lincs (01507 
603213; www.stjameschurch 
Houth.com) 
Rector: Rev Canon Stephen 
Holloway 
Diffetent glimpses of the spite of St 
James's can be caught ftom the 
pleasant streets of the compact town 
of Louth, whete the Lincolnshite Wolds 
meet matshy flat land. The 182ft.long 
chutch was built in 10 yeats in the 
middle of the 15th century, and a towet 
then added at the west end. In the first 
15 yeats of the 16th century, a slendet 
spire was added, doubling the height of 
the tower to 295ft. Caught between 
fout tuttets of the towet, the spite 
completes a very satisfying whole, 
hardly rivalled even among the fine 
spires of Lincolnshire. 
Sunday services: 1st, 3td, 4th Sundays 
10am Patish Communion; 6pm Choral 
Evensong; 2nd Sunday 10am family 
service; 6pm Sung Eucharist. 
Music: choit of men and boys; gitls' 
choir, instrumental music gtoup; 
bellringing (eight bells). 
Open: Mon.Sat 10.30am.4pm. Play 
atea for children, staffed during 
Sunday motning setvice; Sunday 
school and juniot chutch; patent-

! toddlet gtoup; monthly magazine. 

Lyndhurst: St Michael 
High Street, Lyndhurst, Hants 
(023 8028 215.4) 
Vicar: Rev Peter Murphy 
St Michael's sits above the high stteet 
of this New Fotest town. Inside, on each 
side of the nave, tise enotmously high, 
pointed atches of ted, yellow and white 
brick, testing on short piets each with 
eight Putbeck matble shafts. Life . size 
catved wooden angles between the 
atches suppott the toof. It is the 
imaginative work of William White (built 
1858-70). Wall painting by Lotd 
Leighton and John Hungetfotd Pollen; 
stained glass by Butne-Jones and 
William Motris. 
Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.45am Patish Euchatist. 
Open daily: 10am-5pm during daylight 
houts. 

Manchester (0161 226 9012) 
Senior Pastor: Bishop Allan 
Simpson 
Christian fellowship 
The Church of God of Ptophecy is a 
Chtistian fellowship in the Pentecostal 
and Evangelical ttaditions. In Btitain it 
began in Bedfotd in 1953 and is now 
one of the latgest black.majotity 
congregations in Britain. Thete is an 

r international fellowship in mote than 
100 countties, with headquartets in 
Tennessee. The chutch ptactises 
"fervent spitit-led corporate wotship". 
Sunday setvice: 10am; congtegational 
singing and music.making. 

Manchester: The Holy Name 
Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester 
(0161 273 2435; www.holy 
name.co.uk) 
Parish priest: Rev Father Raymond 
Matus 
Roman Catholic 
A wide, airy chutch in 14th.centuty 

I French Gothic style, built by Joseph 
Aloysius Hansom in 1869.71. It is big: 
186ft east to west and 112ft notth to 
south, with the intetior vault 100ft 
above the floot. Eight chapels in high 
Victotian style line the south side and 
east end, and a row of eight 
Confessionals with ttacety and glazing 
above line the notth side. The high altar 
tetedos is all statued niches and 
crocketed canopies; the pulpit panelled 
with gold and colouted mosiacs, 
ovettopped by a suspended, heavy, 
enctusted Gothic sounding board. 
"Hansom nevet again did so 
matvellous a chutch," wrote Nikolaus 
Pevsnet. The chutch was built fot the 
Jesuits, who, with the streets of little 
houses atound, have gone; but the 
university chaplaincy is nearby. 
Sunday masses: 7.30am; 11am 
(Solemn Sung); 4pm (Tridentine); 
Exposition of the Blessed Sactament, 
Mon.Fri noon.lpm; Sat 7pm.8pm. 
Music: choir sings repertoite of Masses 
and motets ftom the 16th centuty to 
present. 

Manchester: St Mary 
Mulberry Street, Manchester 
(0161 834 3547; www.thehidden 

gem.papalnet.co.uk) 
Parish priest: Rev Father Denis 
Clinch 
Roman Catholic 
A redbtick chutch built in 1848 to 
replace the church of 1794. Its Rhenish 
Romanesque style (with a helm roof, 
like top of the Saxon towet at St Mary, 
Sompting, Sussex) entaged the 
medieval Gothicist AWN Pugin, who 
said it showed "to what depth of error 
good men go, when they go whoring 
aftet strange styles". Inside, the pillars 
are painted with marbling, the retedos 
is ornately catved. Stations of the 
Cross by Notman Adams, 1995, on 
bright, expressionist canvases. As a 
city-centte chutch, St Maty's mission i s 
largely to people wotking neatby. A 
short setmon at all Masses. 
Sunday Masses: 10.15am; noon. Mon.

Fri: Mass 12.30pm. 
Open: Mon-Fti 8am.4.30pm (Thu till 
6pm); Sat 9.30am.5.30pm; Sun 

10.15am-noon. Daily exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament during open 
hours. Lunchtime recitation of the 
Rosary. 

Market Drayton: St Mary 
Mount Lane, Market Drayton, 
Shropshire (01630 652527) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Michael 
Noyes 
St Mary's towet, with its Notman 
dootway, has been a landmark on the 
skyline of the town fot centuties. The 
interiot comes up to expectations: nave 
with clerestory, aisles, chancel and 
chapels. 
Sunday services:8.30am Holy 
Communion; 1st Sunday 10.30am 
morning ptayer; 6.30pm evening 
prayer (BCP); 2nd Sunday 10.30am 
Holy Communion, 6.30pm evening 
prayer (Common Worship); 3td 
Sunday 10.30am all age worship, 
6.30pm Holy Communion; 4th Sunday 
10.30am Holy Communion, 6.30pm 
Compline and healing. 
Open: 12.2pm (12-3, summer). 

Mildenhall: St Mary 
Church Walk, Mildenhall, Bury-St-
Edmunds, Suffolk (01638 717331) 
Team Vicar: Rev Antony Spencer 
Go round to the east end befote you 
entet the church and look at the large, 
unusual and triumphant window from 
the late 13th centuty, with its inventive 
tracety. At the west end, the towet 
tises to 120ft. The church is 170ft long 
and, inside, the hammetbeam roof of 
the nave is decotated with angels, and 
in the north aisle with St Geotge and 
the Dragon, Abtaham and Isaac, the 
Baptism of Chtist and the 
Annunciation. 
Sunday services; 8am Holy 
Communion; 1st Sunday 11am 
family service; 2nd and 4th Sunday 
11 am Holy Communion (Common 
WorsinetardSuridayl 1am Informal 
setvice, with separate classes fot 
childten. 
Coffee aftet 11am setvices; heating 
loop; ramp. 

Norwich: St Peter Mancroft 
Hay Hilt, Norwich (01603 
627816) 
Vicar: Rev Peter Nokes 
St Petet Manctoft sttetches fot 180ft 
beside the outdoor matket in Notwich, 
with a substantial towet rising to 146ft, 
including its spitelet. The church inside 
is light, with high arches and ancient 
pictotial glass in the east window. The 
toof is hammetbeamed. 
Sunday setvices:8am Holy 
Communion (BCP; 10am Holy 
Communion (Common Worship; 1st & 
3td Sundays for youth); 1st and 3td 
Sunday 11.15am Matins (BCP); 6.30pm 
Evensong (BCP). 
Open: Mon.Sat 10am-4pm; reputation 
fot good music; belltinging (12 bells); 
youth gtoup; parent and toddlet group; 
advice ptoject for young people; 
coffee shop. 

Ovingham: St Mary the Virgin 
Burnside Close, Ovingham, 
Northumberland (01661 832273) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Canon 
Michael Nelson 
In this village between Hadtian's Wall 
and the Tyne, St Maty's late Saxon 
tower stands tall and squate. The 
test of the church is a pleasing 
development ftom the 13th century, 
with ttiple high lancet windows at the 
east end. 
Sunday service; 9.30am Patish 
Communion, congregational hymn.
singing, populat setmons. 

Patrington: St Patrick 
MerlIkelde, Perin, Hull (01964 
630327) 
Priest-in-charge: Rev Duncan 
Harris 
Masons who built St Pattick's went on 
to wotk at Westminstet Abbey and 
Yotk Minstet, and they had much to 
be proud of. What makes St Pattick's 
so beautiful is faitly tate among 
English chutches, a unity of style. 
Construction of the ptesent chutch 
began about 1300 and within 100 
years all was complete, to the top of the 
180ft spire. The propottions ate lovely. 
The church sttetches for 150ft, 
branching into north and south 
transepts, one with a separate lady 
chapel. The columns ate carved with 
capitals of flowets, the windows ate 
filled with decorated ttacety, the 
chancel boasts a catved 14th.centuty 
Eastet sepulchte. St Pattick's is not On 
the way to anywhere, standing in 
Holdetness, notth of the Humber, 
towatds the wave. combed point of 
Sputn Head. 

Sunday services: 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays 
10.45am Sung Communion; 3td 
Sunday 10.45am Family Communion; 
2nd, 4th Sundays 6.30pm evening 
ptayer. 
Bellringing (8 bells). 

Ponteland: St Mary the Yin* 
Thornhill Road, Ponteland, 
Northumberland (01661 824470; 
www.pontelandstmary.org.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Michael J. Jackson 
St Mary, Ponteland, has a Notman 

tower at the west end and an interiot 
that was adapted in the Middle Ages 

and restored in the 19th century, with 
timber toofs. The Blackbitd Inn 
opposite incorpotates a 13th.centuty 
fottified house. 
Sunday Setvices: 8am Communion; 
10am Sung Eucharist with addtess; 
1st and 3td Sundays 6.30pm Evening 
Wotship (BCP); 4th Sunday 6.30pm 
setvice including Taize music. 
Music: mixed choit; St Maty's Singets 
fot chotal works; Church band at family 
setvice; bellringing (6 bells). 
Coffee after 10am service; Cteche 
on 2nd Sunday; Junior Chutch; 
toddlet and patent group; coffee club 
with community speakets; heating 
loop. 

Priftlewell: St Mary the Virgin 
East Street, Prittlewell, Southend-

. oe-Sea, Essex (01702 466271; 
www.stmprittieweilisnetco.uk) 
Vicar: Rev Canon Roger Mason 
St Maty's has a dootway dating ftom 
the 7th centuty, incotpotating Roman 
bticks. The handsome west towet was 
finished in the 16th centuty. 
Sunday services: 8am Holy 
Communion; 9.30am Family Euchatist; 
6.30pm Evensong. 
Music: belltinging (10 bells); choit 
(including juniot choir) of about 40 
membets. 
Floodlit at night; Mothets' Union; 
women's fellowship; pastoral cate 
gtoup; spititual growth gtoup; prayets 
on website. 

Preston: St Walburge 
Weston Street, Preston, Lancs 
(01772 726370) 
Parish priest: Father John Gibson 
Roman Catholic 
A thin, shatp, exttaotdinatily tall 
(309ft) spire stands at the side of 
this church by Joseph Aloysius 
Hansom (1854). The intetiot is 
astonishing too, a single aisleless 
space, 66ft wide, covered by a gteat, 
steep hammerbeam roof, like 
something ftom a medieval city 
guildhall. 
Sunday masses: 10am, noon. 
Open: Mon.Sat 11am-fpm; 2-5pm, 

Satutday nearest het feast day, 
April 29. 
Sunday Services: 8am Matins (said); 
I lam Sung Euchatist (Common 
Wotship); 6pm Evening Wotship (2nd 
Sunday with Taize music). 
Julian Gtoup (fot ptayer); Mothets' 
Union; summet music festival. 

Scarborough: St Martin-on-the-Hill 
Albion Road, Scarborough, N Yorks 
(01723 360437) 
Vicar: Rev Anthony Mills 
St Mattin's imptesses with the gteat 
height of its interiot and with the Pre-
Raphaelite detail of its decotation. Built 
by GF Bodley in 1861, it includes a 
reredos on the wall behind the altat 
designed by Bodley with The 
Adoration of the Magi by Burne.Jones 

'nst a leaf pattern by William Morris, 
and a pretty pulpit with panels 

designed by Dante Gabtiel Rossetti, 
Morris and Fotd Madox Btown. 
Sunday setvices: 1st, 3td & 5th 
Sundays 8am Holy Communion (BCP); 
10.30am•Sung Eucharist (with juniot 
chutch); 6.30pm evening ptayet. 
Music: choir. 
Mothers' Union; monthly magazine. 

Stonor: Chapel of the Holy Trinity 
Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon (01491 638587; 
www.stonor.com) 
Roman Catholic 
The chapel belongs to the ancient btick 
house at Stonor, built against the 
hillside in a wooded deer patk. The 
chapel, dating ftom the 13th centuty is 
of flint, with a 15th-centuty brick towet, 
and it stands to the tight of the house. 
In the last years of the 18th century, 
the intetiot was remodelled in the 
Gothick style by James Thotpe. 
Sunday Mass: 10.30am. 
Open to visitots: 2.30.4pm Sundays 
and bank holidays ftom Aptil to 
Septembet (Wednesdays July-Sept). 

Sutton Coldfield: Emmanuel Church 
Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield 
(0121 373 8348) 
Vicar: Rev Father Ronald Crane 
Emmanuel Chutch is a btick church 
built by WHBidlake and completed 
during the First Wotld Wat. The latge 
nave has round atches on each side, 
suppotted by ttiangular piets, with high 
windows above. The apse at the east 
end is all windows. 
Sunday: services 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
10am. 
Music: boys' choir; girls' choit 

Tetbury: St Mary the Virgin 
The Green, Tetbury, Glos (01666 
502333) 
Vicar: Rev John Wright 
A tall, old, slendet spite beckons from 
outside, and inside, what a surprise. 
This is Gothic as tewotked in the 
1770s by the atchitect Ftancis Hiorne. 
The tall nave is flanked by equally tall 
aisles, marked off by very thin, spindly 
piets. The windows are vast (with 
tracery not of stone but the patent 
artificial Coade Stone). Thete are 
galleties on each side and at the back; 
the floor is divided up by box pews, with 
ends catved in echo of the ttacety. The 
churchyard is full of lichen . coveted 
chest.tombs. The chutch is a btave 
monument in this delightful old town. 
Sunday setvices:8am Holy 
Communion (BCP); 9.30am Parish 
Euchatist; 6pm Evening Ptayet (BCP); 
Sung Evensong 1st Sunday. 
Childten's activities; bellringing. 

Tewkesbury: Tewkesbury Abbey 
Church Street, Tewkesbury, Glos 
(01684 850959; www.tewkesbury 
abbey.org.uk) 
The Revd Canon Paul Williams 
Tewkesbury Abbey stands just high 
enough above the surtounding water 
meadows to become vittually an island 
in winter flooding. The centtal tower is 
an admited example of Norman work, 
as is the west end with its tecessed 
arch 65ft high, ftaming a gteat window 
in Gothic style though rebuilt in the 
16605 aftet a storm. The interiot is 
300ft long, with the nave matked out 
by eight paits of round Notman pillats 
of notable height, undet a stone vault 
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The ceiling is a wonderful batrel vault 
of coffeted white and gilt wood ftom 
which two 18th.century btass 
chandeliers hang. 
Sunday:8.30am Holy Communion; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist. 

London: St Bartholomew the Great 
West Smithfield, London EC1 
(020 7606 5171; www.great 
barts.com) 
Rector: Rev Martin Dudley 
Outside St Battholomew the Great, 
teftigerated lotties full of meat park 
waiting to delivet at the market. Inside, 
all is pleasant and quiet, the dim light 
shadowed by the massive pillars and 
masonry. High on one side is a 
charming oriel window inserted by 
Ptior Bolton in about 1515; it beats his 
rebus, a crossbow bolt stuck in a tun of 
wine. This solid pile from the 1120s is 
the chancel and choit, all that remains 
of the prioty founded by Rahere to 
which a hospital, St Battholomew's, 
was attached. The visitot walks ftom 
the gateway at the west of the present 
chutchyard in the open ait down the 
length of the nave (demolished 1543). 
Sunday setvices: 9am Sung Eucharist; 
10am Family Eucharist (monthly); 
11am Solemn Euchatist; 6.30pm 
Evensong and setmon. 
Open: Tue-Fri 8.30am-5pm (until 4pm, 
mid.Nov to mid.Feb); Sat 10.30am -
1.30pm; Sun 8.30am-lpm, 2.30.8pm; 
closed Mon. 
Music: ptofessional choit; bellringing. 
Childten's club; bookstall; newslettet 
10 times a yeat. 

London: St Etheldreda 
Ely Place, London EC1 
(0207 4051061) 
Rector: Father Christopher 
Cunningham IC 
Roman Catholic 
Built in about 1300 as a latge chapel 
fot the Bishop of Ely's London house, 
this watm, aisleless space sttetches 
between big traceried windows at ftont 
and back. The east window has jewel.
colouted glass depicting saints and 
Chtist in Gloty, the more subdued west 
window has the martyrs of the neatby 
London Chattethouse. Beneath the 
main church is a low pillared crypt. The 
chutch is very populat fot weddings. 
Being just outside the City, it is busy 
with off ice workets during the week. In 
Ely Place, with its old gatehouse, a 
Strawberry Fait is held each summet. 
Sunday Masses:9am; 11am (Sung 
Latin). 
Music: choir of men and women for 
Sunday Mass and special occasions. 

London: St James, Spanish Place 
George Street, London W1 
(www.sjrcc.org.uk) 
Rector: Father Terry Phipps 
Roman Catholic 
Latge (195ft long) and tall (internal 
vault 67ft), St James's was a serious 
attempt by the atchitect Edwatd Goldie 
to produce a Gothic church for the 
1880s. The new church was the 
successor to the Spanish embassy 
chapel where Catholics wete able to 
wotship during the years of penal laws. 
The chutch is tich in ornamentation, 
some of it by JF Bentley, the atchitect 
of Westminstet Cathedtal, including 
the tetedos in the Lady Chapel and the 
gilt iron altar rails, which incotpotate 
electric light fittings. St James's 
atttacts old and young by a devotional 
use of the modern liturgy and an 
enlightened hospitality towatds the old 
Latin Mass and those who love it. 
Sunday masses:8.30am; 9.30am (Old 
Rite); 10.30am Sung Latin with choit; 
1pm; 4pm; 7pm. 
Music: choir and congregational 
singing. 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (wotk 
with homeless, poot families and 
refugees in Sierra Leone); prayet 
gtoup; tetteats; bookshop; tepositoty; 
Weekly newslette. 

London: St Mary Woolnoth 
Lombard Street, London EC3 (020 
7626 9701) 
Rector: Rev Andrew Walker 

Manchester: Church of God of 
Prophecy 
300 Moss Lane East, Moss Side, 
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